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It has often occurred to me that the following
would be an interesting situation, a man of
certain age (say 48) who sees a certain situa-
tion of his own youth reproduced before his
eyes and hesitates between his curiosity to see
at what issue it arrives -+---- and the prompting
to interfere, in the light of his own experience,
for the benefit of the actors.

(Dec. 12, 1878)

What is there in the idea of Too late—— of
some friendship or passion or bond —— some
affection long desired and waited for, that is
formed too late?——1 mean too late in life
altogether. Isn’t there something in the idea
that two persons may meet -+ only in time to
feel how much it might have meant for them if
they had only met earlier ?

(Feb. 5, 1895)
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Was I wrong

Was 1
suspicious — too

was it a mistake?
too cautious —- too
logical? Was it really a protector she

(Countess Salvilneeded —— a man who might
have helped her? Would it have been for his
benefit to believe in her, and was her fault only
that I had forsaken her ?
very unhappy? God forgive me, how the
questions come crowding in! If I marred her -
happiness, I certainly did not make my own.
And 1 might have made it ——eh? That’s a
charming discovery for a man of my age.
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They told me I should find Italy greatly
changed ; and in seven-twenty years there is

Was the poor woman

room for changes, But to me everything is so
perfectly the same that I seem to be living my
youth over again ; all the forgotten impressions
of that enchanting time come back to me.
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I suppose that, whatever serious step one
might have taken at twenty-five, and however
one’s conduct might appear to be justified by
events, there would always remain a certain
sense of loss lurking in the sense of gain; a
tendency to wonder, rather wishfully, what
might have been. _LEEDXHD gain DEWHIX
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why



have I never been able to care for any woman
as I cared for that one [Countess Salvi] ?
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“You said you had had from your earliest
time, as the deepest thing within you, the sense
of being kept for something rare and strange,
possibly prodigious and terrible, that was
sooner or later to happen to you ------ .
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“It’s never too late”. L DFEHADT WV,
EORBOXNEORTHEOMVLTE —
would live for you still, if I could.”----- as if she
were for a last time trying, “But I can’t !” she
said as she raised her eyes again to take leave
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The escape (from his doom) would have been
to love her ; then, he would have lived, She had
lived,--+--- since she had loved him for himself ;
whereas he had never thought of her ----+- but in
the chill of his egotism ------ . Her spoken
words came back to him — the chain stretch-
ed and stretched.
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He saw thc Jungle of his life and saw the
lurking Beast -+ rise, huge and hideous, for
the leap that was to settle him. His eyes
darkened —— it was close . and, instinctively
turning, in his hallucination, to avoid it, he flung
himself, face down, on the tomb.
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“The Beast in the Jungle” belongs to a group
of tales which depict the isolation of the indi-
vidual in a great cities, and his inability to
understand or even reach out for love, -+<+----+

The tale has its autobiographical side. J ames

had known a woman and taken her friendship,
and never allowed himself to know her feelings.

She was kind and interested ——and he had

never imagined an interest beyond friendship.
In the end she had taken her life, one winter’s
morning in Venice, in great loneliness and
melancholy. All this had happened a decade
earlier, and out of these sombre memories
James seems to have distilled the essence of
“The Beast in the Jungle.” It is a story of an
unlived life ; and of a man who loses the love he
might have had, through selfishness.

RO B 5 — ADBFR OB BT R BN
3%, Dorothea Krook i “The Beast in the
Jungle” 2 The Ambassadors & [ U4E, 190341
HEE i & iwE B L, Marcher & Strether

(The Ambassadors DEAL) O NFEBOELY
BT %5, James L% © &\~ K A, Jonathan
Sturges 7% James & 38 - 7= W. D. Howells

(James L AR D 7 2 V A ADBETH /)
R DT DIREE, T 7B Paris itifER D
Howells 2% Sturges Iz & B L 7o BB —— “eeeees
you are young,---* be glad of it. Live all you
can : --eee- I haven’'t done so——and now I'm
old. It’stoolate.” #H&, BT h
PHOBNWE, — FICEEAT S, (Oct.31,1895) %
D% T OBEE Y Strether D AR & D germ
Lo TER{L S h, HBoRKRHREB/NHR The
Ambassadors & 725, Krook (X {Ed: & BB
LTKRDESEE Y,

"""" the central experience of “The Beast in
the Jungle” was perhaps nearer to a direct
autobiographical experience than that of The
Ambassadors -+ .
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