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The Highland Lassie

(The Second part)

——Mary Campbell making Burns the
Great poet——

by Mitsuyuki Tomita

Coming thus far,we third persons cannot

discern which direction to face. Mr Maurice
Lindsay,however.is very logical and’ scientific
so we will follow his opinion a little further,
which may lead us to some proper conclusion,
He says as follows:— Some readers may think
this farfetched. Fortunately we have as witness
a Mr Alan Bayne, written in the Burns Chro-
nicle of 1906:

Highland Mary for ever remains
as the inspirer of Burns at his best,
and so is linked to him eternally ;
and whoever seeks to define this
ideal maiden deserves the reproba-
tion of all pureminded men and

women.

The first part of his statement is,of course,
nonsense. The two songs Burns wrote to the
living ‘Highland Mary’ are both mediocre.
(‘Sweet Afton’, in spite of Gilbert’s assertion,to
the contrary,is not thought by most authorities
to refer to Mary Campbellat all.)There remains
only the hysterical poem called by others ‘To
‘Mary in Heaven’.

‘What fially impels me, after due considera-
tion of the Hendry case and of Hilton’s judicial
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cautioning, to accept with Snyder the theory
that Mary Campbell died beafing Burns’s child
is the fact that no other interpretation really
appears to make sent. when the episode is

refitted the story of the poet’s life.

One afternoon in late October,after Mary’s
death,
dressedby an unknown hand. His youngest sister
later related to DrChambers that Robert took it
over to the window to get more light; that as he

‘a letter was delivered to Robert, ad-

read it, his face turned pale; and that thereafter,
without a word to anyone in the room, he
turned on his heels and strode out of the farm.
No one knows by whom this strangely disturb-
ing letter was written, nor the precise nature of
its contents. But if it was from Mary’s father,
or from one of her brothers, it wouldnodoubtbe
couched in harsh terms, The male Campbells
are supposed to have forbidden the mention of
the name of Burns after her death; to hare
refused evento discuss the poet’s relationship
with Mary; and to have burned all his letters
to her. Would they have adopted such an ex-
treme attitude if a child of Robert’s had not
been at least a contributory cause of Mary’s
early death ? It is hard to think so.

‘As Snyder puts it: ‘For the only time in his
career,so far as we know, Burns’s lawless love
of a woman cost her life, and the life of her
child.’ If such is so, any man with even normally

sensitive feelings would do his best to bottle up

his remorse, and would avoid talking about an
episode which he could not recall without

shame and regret.

We here want to think a
Her Relics. little more about some relics
concerned with both Mary

and Burns. Why do we want to ? It is because
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what leads human life must be not only spiri-
tual but also material. The Bibles exchanged
between them two have already been told
about. Well, were there still not any others than
these, then ?

‘At the beginning of the autumn of 1786 Mary
went to Campbeltown to make preparations for
her contemplated change in life, and there
remained till the beginning of October, when
she returned to Greenock accompanied by her
father.The correspondence that passed between
her and her betrothed between Angust and
October must have been of the most interesting
character. What it was cannot now be known.
The letters received by Mary were religiously
preserved by her, and afterwards affectionately
treasured by her family.

Mary years later, however, when the poet’s
reputaion declined and taunts were hurled at
the Campbells on account of their connection
with him, Mary’s elder brother got forcible
possession of the priceless collection and, amid
the remonstrances and even the execrations of
the rest of the household, committed it to the
flames. The recent loss by some means or other
of the box in which Mary stowed away her
lover’s letters has occasioned her few surviving
relatives must regret, as it was the last relic
they possessed.

It is an interesting question

Burns’s Poems
how many poems Burns made

to Mary

to Mary. Two of them are
‘Highland Lassie, O’ and ‘Will ye go to the
Indies, my Mary ?’, some lines of which have
already been shown, We, therefore, shall quote
the few which are commonly known, as follows.
They are ‘FLOW GENTLY, SWEET AFTON’,
‘TO MARY IN HEAVEN’ and ‘HIGHLAND

MARY’. Let’s see them by turns.
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FLOW GENTLY, SWEET AFTON
Tune——The Yellow-haired Laddie

Flow gently , sweet Afton, among thy
green braes,

Flow gently, I'll sing thee a song in thy
praise;

My Mary’s asleep by thy murmuring
» stream.

Flow gently, sweet Afton, disturb not her

dream.

Thou stock-dove whose echo resounds
through the glen,

Ye wild whistling blackbirds in yon
thorny den,

Thou green-crested lapwing thy scream-
ing forbear,

I charge you disturb not my slumbering
fair.

How lofty, sweet Afton, thy neighbour-

ing hills;
There daily I wander as noon rises high,
My flocks and myMary’s sweet cot in my

eye.

How pleasant thy banks and green val-
leys below,

Where wild in the woodlands the prim-
roses below;
There oft as mild evening weeps over the
lea,
The sweet-scented birk shades my Mary

and me.

Thy crystal stream, Afton, how lovely it
glides,

And winds by the cot where my Mary
resides;

How wanton thy waters her snowy feet

lave,
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As gathering sweet flowerets she stems

thy clear wave.

Flow gently, sweet Afton, among thy
green braes,

Flow gently, sweet river, the theme of
my lays;

My Mary’s asleep by thy murmuring
stream,

Flow gently, sweet Afton, disturb not her

dream.

Dr Currie states that this song was composed
inhonour of Mrs Stewart of Stair, whose paternal
property was situated on the banks of the
Afton, an Ayrshire tributary of the Nith, near
New Cumnock. Mrs Stewart, it willberecollect-
ed, was one of the first persons of rank who
knew or extended any friendship to Burns. In a
paper by Mr Gilbert Burns, communicating to
Mr George Thomson memoranda of the
subjects of his brother’s songs, ‘Flow gently,
sweet Afton’ is thus noticed—— ‘The poet’s
Highland Mary. But Dr C. misinformed in seve-
ral of the above particulars; but he must not be
contradicted.” ‘It may be doubted if Mr Gilbert
Burns was rightly informed on the subject’, says
Mr Robert chambers in his work V. III(p.246).

‘Of this sweet song, however, both Gilbert
Burns, the poet’s eldest brother, and a daughter
of Mrs Dunlop affirm that they frequently
heard Burns say that it was written upon the
dearly loved and long-remembered ‘Highland
Mary’. It seems, therefore, as if we were
standing at the crossroads made by these two
different arguments. Finally there is no other
choice but to believe the poet’s own affirma-
tion. This was composed by him, aged 27,
in 1786.
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BARLIRL E-/hk Ye banks, and braes, and streams around
EXFITAN—D HEHCD The castle o0 Mont gomerie !
AN LN, & 85 2< LK Green be your woods, and fair your flowers,
BARDHL &nFichn Your waters never drumlie:
Tokiao KeUSY There simmer first unfauld her robes,
T ARk NEBELRT And there the langest tarry;
ZTI2T biud  HIRTRE ’
WL EERD )T r For there I took the last fareweel
O’ my sweet Highland Mary.
Fio ECRETY B &G e How sweetly blossomed the gay green birk,
iz &Ehilh BAELNDIE How rich the hawthorn’s blossom,
FRLM FFLE OKEIZT As underneath their fragrant shade
biut it DLEHETY I clasped her to my bosom !
HADEL KA T - The golden hours, on angel wings,
MU ZEND bhtER: Flew o’er me and my dearie;
biuziz oz & For dear to me, as light and life,
bHH TS BED= Tt Was my sweet Highland Mary.
#% BT S REPE T W1’ mony a vow, and locked embrace,
biLd B B HT Our parting was fu’ tender;
FloLELE SLEED And, pledging aft to meet again,
bits ol CEHEN We tore oursel’s asunder:
ENETEDFE PRI LIED T But, oh ! fell death’s untimely frost,
VA bATERE LY That nipt my flower sae early !
ZkHE *Efl)bt < Now green’s the sod, gnd cauld’s the clay,
4 e BIRO =0T & That wraps my Highland Mary !
bd o FL R O pale, pale now, those rosy lips,
b HE LigLoosi I aft hae kissed sae fondly |
%72 5@%;; EEn 550 R And closed for aye the sparkling glance
¢ BIEL < PiLE AL That dwelt on me sae kindly !
B3 o Bhooh it And mouldering now in silent dust
biLE BRI H L That heart that lo’ed me dearly !
2y HaxL bR But still within my bosom’s core
b EED <) T3 £ET Shall live my Highland Mary.
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“This is another magnificent composition of
Burns's passion for his Highland lassie. Writing
to Thomson, his publisher, he says: “‘The fore-

going song “Highland Mary”, pleases myself; 1
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think it is in my happiest manner: you will see
at first glancethat it suits the air. The subject of
the song is one of the most interesting passages
of my youthful days; and I own that I shouldbe
much flattered to see the verses set to an air
which would insure celebrity. Perhaps, after all,
‘tis the still glowing prejudice of my heart that
throws a borrowed lustre over the merits of the
compositoon.” And Thomson in reply says:
“Your verses upon “Highland Mary” are just
come to hand; they breathe the genuine spirit of
poetry, and, like the music, will last for ever,
Such verses,united to such an air, with the
delicate harmony of Pleyel superadded, might
form a treat worthy of being presented to
Apollo himself. I have heard the sad story of

your Mary: you always seem inspired when you
write of her.”’

THE Highland LASSIE, O

NAE gentle dames, tho’ ne’er sae fair,
Shall ever be my muse’s care;
Their titles a’ are empty show;

Gie me my Highland Lassie, O

CHORUS
With the glen sae bushy, O,
Aboon the plain sae rashy, O,

I set me down wi’ right gude will

To sing my Highland Lassie, O.

O were you hills and valleys mine,
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Yon palace and yon gardens fine,

The world then the love should know
I bear my Highland Lassie, O.
with the glen, etc.

But fickle fortune frowns on me,

And I maun cross the raging sea;
But while my crimson currents flow,
I'll love my Highland Lassie, O.
With the glen, etc.

Altho’ thro’ foreign climes I range,
I know her heart will never change,
For her bosom burns with honor’s glow,
My faithful Highland Lassie, O.

with the glen, etc.

For her I'll dare the billow’s roar;

For her I'll trace a distant shore;

That Indian wealth may lustre fhrow
Around my Highland Lassie, O.

with the glen, etc.
She has my heart, she has my hand,

By secret truth and honor’s band !
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Till the mortal stroke shall lay me low,
I’'m thine, my Highland Lassie, O.

with the glen,etc.

Farewell, the glen sae bushy, O !
Farewell, the plain sae rashy, O
To other Iands I now must go

To sing my Highland Lassie, O !

In the spring of 1786, Burns wrote a song.
This was ‘The Highland Lassie, O'. on a note in
the interleaved ‘Museum’, Burns wrote: “This
was a composition of mine in very early life,
before 1 was known at all in the world. My
Highland Lassie was a warm-hearted, charming
young creature as ever blessed a man with
generous love. (The ‘Museum’ was once
thought to be a forgery by Cromek (Robert
Hartly:1770-1812), but shown by Ferguson
(Prof. De Lancey) in an article in the ‘Philoso-
phical Quarterly’, July 1930, to be genuine.)
This song, as we can judge from the content,
can be imagined to have been made in the time
when Burns Knew Mary and then he was going
to the Indies.

TO MARY IN HEAVEN

MY MARY, DEAR DEPARTED
SHADE

THOU lig'ring star, with less’ning ray,

That lov’st to greet the early morn,
Again thou usher’st in the day

My Mary from my soul was torn.
O Mary ! dear departed shade !

Where is thy place of blissful rest ?
See’st thou thy lover lowly laid ?
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Hear’st thou the goans that rend his
breast ?
That sacred hour can 1 forget,

Can I forget the hallow’d grove,
Where by the winding Ayr we met,

To live one day of parting love !
Eternity can not efface

Those records dear of transports
past;
Thy image at our last embrace, —

Ah 1t little thought we ‘twas our
last 1

Ayr, gurgling, kiss’d his pebbled shore,
O’erhung with wild woods thick’ning

green;

The fragrant birch, and hawthorn hoar
Twin’d amorous round the raptur’d

scene;

The flowers sprang wanton to be prest,
The birds sang love on every spray;

Till too, too soon, the glowing west
Proclaimed the speed of wingéd day.

Still o’er these scenes my mem’ry wakes,
And fondly broods with miser care !
Time but th’ impression stronger makes,
As streams their channels deeper
wear.
My Mary ! dear departed shade !
Where is thy place of blissful rest ?
See’st thou thy lover lowly laid ?
Hear’st thou the groans that rend his
breast ?

It was Mary Campbell (Highland Mary)
whom Burns ardently loved and whose death
grieved him most furiously. Three years had
passed since her death in the latter part of
October 1786.But at Illisland a day came at the
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end of harvest, when the date of Mary’s death
was recalled to him. According to Mrs Burns’s
statement, he spent that day though labouring
under cold, in the usual work of the harvest,
and apparantly in excellent spirits. But as the
twilight deepened, he appeared to grow “very

sad about something”, and at length wandered
out into the barnyard, to which his wife, in her
anxiety, followed him, entreating him in vain to
observe that frost had set in, and to return to
the fire side. On being again and againrequest-
ed to do so, he promised compliance; but still
remained where he was, striding up and down
slowly, and contemplating the sky, which was
singularly clear and starry.

‘At last Mrs Burns found him stretched on a
mass of strow, with his eyes fixed on a beautiful
planet “that shone like another moon”, and
prevailed on him to come in.

He immediately, on entering the house, called
for his desk, and wrote exactly as they now
stand, with all the ease of one coping from
memory, the sublime and pathetic verses. Such
being the case, John Gibson Lockhart (1794-
1854) also styled this song ‘The noblest of all
Burns’s ballads’.

‘Mr Archibald Munro, in his book ‘The Story
of Burns and Highland Mary, tells us that on
one occasion the poet’s sister, Mrs Begg,who
lived near Alloway Bridge, was visited by two
strangers who seemed very much interested in
Burns’s poetry. They inquired for the various
editions of his work and the elder of the two
asked permission to read aloud a poem which
interested him very much. He then read or
intoned ‘To Mary in Heaven’, at the conclusion
of which all were in tears.

‘Mrs Begg desired to know the reader’s name,

when his companion informed her that he

desired to travel incognito. But when on depart-

ing they reached the door, the reader took the
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aged lady’s hand and said : Mrs Begg, I have
reasons for withholding my name on certain
occasions, and I trust that so far as you are
concerned my name may remain a secret here
for a few days at least. To the sister of immor-
tal Burns I have now the honour and pleasure of
confiding my name——Alfred Tennyson.’

Ye

Now, we are going to listen to the following
two comments which are contrary to each
other.

(1) It is a tribute by Archibald Munro in the
‘Scotsman’, 20 th October 1891. ‘There is pro-
bably no name in Scottish literature that has
more tenderly touched the hearts of her
countrymen than that of Mary Campbell.
Though born of an obscure family, brought up
in circumstances little fitted to attract general

attention and credited with no achievement
that invests heroism with permanent or even
temporary distinction, the Highland girl is a
brilliant star in the galaxy of Fame, and has
become the object of unmingled admiration
She died on 20th October 1786. The lustre of
Mary’s name, like that of othe stars and plan-
ets, borrows its fascination from a luminary
brighter and greater than itself, and the very
obscurity of her earlier condition enlarges by
contrast the halo, that now encircles her name.

Moralists have lauded her virtues, critics
have lovingly dropped their satiric shafts when
commenting on her life and poets have ex-
hausted their resources in their effort to convey
their conceptions of her excellence; but all their
contributions to the sum of her praise have
taken their origin and complexion from the
picture which inspired genius has given-of her-
to the world. The interest created by the as-
sociation of the heroine’s career with that of the
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gifted lover who has procured for her the
honour of poetical immortality is not, it is
pleasant to know, confined to the country that
gave her birth. All over the British Isles and
throughout the Englishspeaking world her
worth, unfortunate fate and her premature
death have found admirers and sympathizers as
cordial and sincere as any that Caledonia has
produced.

‘Of the particulars of the life of Mary we
have but a very meagre account, and curiously
enough it happens that in the locality where
from first to last she passed most of her days,
little is known and still less recorded of her;
while the town where she spent but a few days
of her existence has by the mere accident of her
death there almost monopolized the attention
of her biographers. Official documents as
well as consistent traditions have assigned to
Dunoon the honour of being her birth-place.

(As we have already seen) ‘Mary was born
in the year 1786 inAuchamore or, by interpreta-
tion, Bigfield, a space of ground forming the
south-western and south-eastern parts of Kirn
and Dunoon respetively. A complete transforma-
tion in the aspect of the district from what it
was as I (Archibald Munro) remember fifty
years ago has, with other antique buildings,
overtaken the plain but interesting but-an’-ben
(: house with outer and inner room), where
Mary drew her first breath. The spirit of
modern improvement is answerable for the
disappearance of the notable cottage.

(2) According to Mr Maurice Lindsay, who
published the ‘Robert Burns’, and the ‘Burns
Encychropaedia’, ‘the Mariolaters of the 19 th
century attempted to make of Mary Campbell
the ideal ‘spiritual love of his life; but, as I
(Maurice Lindsay) have already indicated, the

evidence suggests that. she was, in fact, merely
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another peasontgirl beguilded into lifting her
skirts by the force of Robert’s personality and

the urgency of his desire. In any event those

very skirts may well have been lifted to others
before. If any one whom he sought could have
given Robert love on his own terms, Margaret
Chalmers was sure that woman: yet she chose
not to.

The above-shown two songs and the poem “To
Mary in Heaven’ do not represent Burns even
at his second best. It is thus nonsense to claim,
as Allan Bayne has done, that ‘Highland Mary’
for ever remains as the inspirer of Burns at his
beste-cee--- and whoever seeks to define this
ideal maiden deserves the reprobation of all
pure-minded men and women. (One smiles, in
passing, at the Victorian pretence that virginity
is woman’s “pure”’or “ideal” state !). Without
seeking to belittle this girl whom sentimentality
has elevated to the absurd role of Burns's
“Beatrice”, the contemporary, or near contem-
porary comment of John Richmond for the
Train Manuscript may be quoted, with the cau-
tion that whilegossip remains gossip, it is often
inspired by at least a small degree of basic
truthfulness.

Mr Lindsay quotes Richmond (Mr Grierson’s
informant) ’s statement as follows : Her cha-
racter was loose in the extreme. She was ‘kept’
for some time by a brother of Lord Eglinton’s
and even while a servant with Gavin Hamilton

and during the period of Burns attachment it

was well known that her meetings with Mont-
gomery, were open and frequently met in
a small alehouse called the Elbow—and hav-
ing often in vain tried to convice Robert of her

infidelty, upon this occasion they promised

to give ocular proof of their assertions. The

—118—



WL 72, FO—ITIE, 2 Elbow Nk, 5lx
1¥72, Richmond i3 29— ATH-C, LT, #
LIRZI OB AEEEE~NGTN, £D
FEHWEL THDTRCHERMEH D 2 sic L&Fr
I, BoDEFEL o712, BAFF-12BT, ZL
CTE Buns LN BERFBELEDHTAHI:
g, Mary Campbell #*Z 1L LB N—Do5 5B
n, YN HET, 20o—4TI28Hkb6N, F
mL, ZLT5l&E8B-7%2, 1) —E, EVWHEL
WBE, #FNT, Burns i3 Z0IEFICLA TH S
AFEEORE ) & L7, Montgomery 7°%
DFE CEHED 55T TR, Burns (38 < B
AL, ZOBEE5I&HD, [FE ! Bz,

FNORENEIC L B wmd LIci~ 72 i&
T, HizE DAL ZNH}B I - KRANTFI N
XcR/PrEELIIETCLE-2, 210, 205
K AEI3 4 A7 Highland Mary o Z ¢ 2502 R
TLE-»THABERES2, KL, TN - =H
BT, WX [ZomEmcEIr D K] DR
12 LT, E-72,] (H&iz, Lord Eglington {2
R 272 L RERETH D)

¢

Fer T TIHALZ L ZO0EFE, W
Rz FnomtzEETHNICE, HF )
L L 6L CRIINS, $72, Mary oFRATICE
THNED, BEFMC, HENIcLEr X
WENTAT, HiEET s8NV,

Mary i3, BR¥EIiC, BEL L - C, BBk %
ENBEAND -0 IR L, 257
% & I BT TE B IS, B2 DATEHD D -
Tz binicvn, Zottkiz, BEEEIH B
JIZ, TR ABIZH, ) R T
LZONEMFHBI L, WMHOTHKRTHS,
7Y, TIVLI DN TR L - 2D b5
nicvy,

Ko, TR s, WEREE L OO0
TRT A7z Burns LI IZER P LQFE L DI,
AT~ T, Mary Campbell » I X — /4> & L4

party retired to the Elbow. Richimond was
one, and they took their seats in the Kitchen
(sic) from which two rooms branched off to
the right and left——being all the accomo-
dation the house contained ---- - After waiting
long, and Burns was beginning to ridicule their
suspicions, Mary Campbell appearéd from one
of the rooms, was jeered by the party in a
general way, blushed and retired. Another long
interval elapsed and Burns began to rally
his spirits, which were very much sunk.
Montgomery walked out of the same room.
Burns coloured deeply, compressed his lips,
and muttured ‘damn it’.

After enduring considerable bantering from
his friends, he soon gave way to the general
hilarity of the evening, and his friends thought
he had seen enough of Highland Mary, but in a
few days after, he returned ‘like the dog to its

vomit’. (It should be observed in passing, that

Lord Eglinton had no brother.)

1A

Either of the two comments which we have
already read seems to be too plausible for us to
deny. And again, the pictures of Mary’s behav -
iors are described genetically too vividly for us
to erase.

There seems to have been no reasons why
Mary was falsely described with some inten-
tional malice. If it is so with her. she may have
done such and such a thing somewhere and
sometime. It is quite natural that, as there is
light and dark in this world, so are there two
phases opposite to each other in man. she may
have been no exception, either.

Why is it that Burns, who had been womaniz-
ing since the age of fourteen, and who ought to
have had no lack of women, was positively
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fascinated by such a merely peasant-gfrl as
Mary Campbell and had written ‘To Mary in
Heaven’, which made John Gibson Lockhart
adore itself as the noblest out of his ballads,
then ? It may, in fact, be rebuked as superficoal
to put such a question, Finally speaking, the eye
with which Burns saw into any character or any
heart in a human being should be said to have
been different from an ordinary one. He could
discern the unique figure at her deep bottom.

Mr Bannatyne says: ‘She had no worldly
weath, no particular intellectual gifts, but she
had those qualities of heart and mind which
gained and retained the affections of the poet.
Her association with Burns commenced at a
time of extreme bitterness and disappointment
in Burns’s life,a time when he saw nothing left
to him but to leave his native land. It was then
that Mary entered into his life, a sweet, guile-
less, but extremely loyal and intensely devoted
Highland lassie, and she it was who helped to
resurrect in him a proper appreciation of the
true value of things,and to some extent his faith
in mankind and confidence in himself and his
destiny’. What a keen and proper assertion this
is!

To Burns, therefore, it did not matter what
Mary was regarded as and spoken of by others
and whether she was pure or impure. Burns it
was that knew Mary hest. Burns it was that
loved Mary most profoundly. Is there ‘now’ any
need that one should say this or that of Mary,
whom Burns knew and loved so? We do not
hesitate at all to see that Mary is to Burns what
Beatrice is to Dante. Jesus, even to the impure
woman drawn out to him by the pharisees, was
yet writing on the ground to wait for ‘time’ to
resolve the question. What a merciful manner
his was ! How extremely noble a manner his
was ! Thus in due course of ‘time’, the Move-
ment of -Mariolatry in the nineteenth century
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did begin to the Highland Mary. True, such was

not unreasonable——and not unseasonable.

This was finished on 27th Octo-
ber 1979, one week after the anni-
versary of Mary Campbell’s Death
——at Nagano University, Japan.
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