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The Poet going on a Journey

(The Latter Part)

——Joys and Sorrows where
Robert Burns goes——

by Mitsuyuki Tomita

w

Burns, who has created such sensations in
such circles of Edinburgh in a short time is
planning to go on his long-cherished journey.
The destinations are not only other parts which
are still quite strange to him but also the whole
continent of Scottish song which is his first
main motive on his own part ; the second main
one is an offer made to him by Mr Patrick
Miller, who is one of the admirers, and who
had sent him anonymous gift of ten guineas
not long after he reached Edinburgh.

The winter in Edinburgh slid past, unnoticed
too ; and March passed into April, and April
is passing into May. On 22 March before this,
Burns sent a letter to Mrs Dunlop in which
he states, -+---- ‘The appellation of a Scottish
bard is by far my highest pride : to continue
to deserve it is my most exalted ambition.
Scottish scenes and Scottish story are themes
I could wish to sing. I have no dearer aim
than to have it in my power, unplagued with
the routine of business——for which, Heaven

to make lei-

knows, I am unfit enough
surely pilgrimages through Caledonia ; to sit on
the fields of her battle, to wander on the
romantic banks of her rivers, and to muse by
the stately towers or venerable ruins, once
the honoured abodes of her heroes. But these
I guess that I shall
clear between two and three hundred pounds

are all utopian thoughts.
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by my authorship : with that sum I intend,
so far as I may be said to have any intention,
to return to my old acquaintance, the plough,
and, if I can meet with a lease by which I
can live, to commence farmer. I do not in-
tend to give up poetry; being bred to labour
secures me independence, and the muses are
my chief, sometimes have been my only
enjoyment,’

The hills and
fields are dressed in flesh green. It is Satur-
day, the fifth of May today. He has Robert

Ainslie as his fellow traveller. They set out

It has just become May.

on their poetical tour on horseback past

Edinburgh.

On that evening they arrived at Berrywell,
near Duns (e), the residence of Mr Ainslie’s
father, who acted as land-steward on the Ber-

wickshire estates of Lord Douglas.
Duns(e), the parish and market

town, Berwickshire, 55m. by rail

about 20 miles south-east of Ber-

wickshire, is now the county

town. [Nelson’s Encyclopaedia]
Duns Law, a neighbouring hill,
700 ft. high, was the site of the
ancient town, which was burned
by the English in 1545.

claims to be the birthplace of

Duns

Duns

Duns Scotus, the idealist, and of

Thomas Boston, the author of
‘Human Nature in its Fourfold
State’ (1720).

Why was it that Burns and Ainslie did not

then? It

was because the father of Mr Ainslie lived

stop at Duns but at Berrywell,
there. Burns wrote down his first journal
on this tour that evening. Some of the sen-
tences can be excerpted, as follows.

Left Edinburgh (May5, 1787) —
Lammarmuir-hills miserably dreary,
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but at times very picturesque. Lang-
tonedge, a glorious view of the Merse
—— Reach Berrywell.

Old Mr Ainslie an uncommon char-

acter his hobbies, agriculture,
natural philosophy, and politics.
Mrs Ainslie, an excellent, sensible,

Miss
her face, particularly her

cheerful, amiable old woman.

Ainslie

eyes, full of sweetness and good-
humour ; she unites three qualities
rarely to be found together—— keen,
solid penetration ; sly witty obser-
vation and remark ;and the gentlest,
most unaffected female modesty.

Douglas, a clever, fine, promising

young fellow.

At Berrywell, Burns noted down favourable

Robert

Ainslie’s parents, and on their family ser-

On Sunday (May 6th) he went to

church at Duns, and during the discourse he

comments on his host and hostess,

produced a neat impronptu, conveying an ele-
Dr Bowmak-

er had selected a text of Scripture that con-

gant compliment to Miss Ainslie.

tained a heavy denunciation against obstinate
sinners. In the course of the sermon Burns
observed the young lady turning over the
leaves of her Bible with much earnestness in
search of the text. He took out a slip of
paper, and with a pencil wrote the followihg
lines on it, which he immediately presented

to her:

Fair maid, you need not the hint,

Nor idle texts pursue:

‘Twas guilty sinners that he meant

Not angels such as you!

‘Ainslie, years after the event, claimed that
Burns gave an improptu thearitical display to
celebrate the occasion, praying and blessing

Scotland, ‘pronouncing aloud, in tones of the
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Tweed

deepest devotion, the two concluding stanzas
of the “Cotter’s Saturday Nights”.” <¢The
picture is as absurd as it is improbable ; a
mere piece of sentimental Victorian tusherie,’
says Mr Maurice Lindsay. But is this opinion
true to the last?

Next day, he would cross Tweed at Cold-
stream, with what elation of spirit of advanc-
ing, for the first time, in to the valley, as-
sociated as it was with so many of those old
native strains so dear to his heart, we may
imagine.

Tweed is the principal rirer of

S. E. Scotland, which rises at
Tweedswell(1. 500ft) in the parish
Peeblesshire,
near to the sources of the Clyde
and Annan, and flows 22 m. N.
E. to Peebles, descending 1.000
ft., then E. to Kelso, and finally
N. E. until it reaches the sea at

of Tweedsmuir,

Berwick, after a course of 96 m.
Tweed Its drainage area is 1.870 sq- m-
Its main tributaries on the left
are the Lyne, Eddleston, Lei-
then, Gala, Leader, Eden, and
Whiteadder;and on the right the
Fruid, Talla, Manor, Ettrick
(with the Yarrow). Teviot (with
the Jed), and Till.
pal towns on its banks are Pee-
bles, Innerleithen, Melrose, St.
Boswells, Kelso, Coldstream, and

Berwick.

The princi-

It is navigable/ for only a few
miles above Berwick. Its salmon
fisheries are very valuable, and
the river, and most of its tribu-
taries, afford excellent trout fish-
ing. [See Sir H. Maxwell’s ‘The

Story of the Tweed’ (1905).]
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Coldstream is a parish and
Border town, Berwickshire, Scot-
land, on 1. bk. of Tweed, 13m.
of Berwick-on-Tweed. A

bridge of five spans [span,a mea-

S. W.

sure of length, equal to nine

inches, based on the distance of

Coldstream a part between two supports (of
a bridge)] (built by Smeaton 1763
—6) crosses theriver. Like Gretna
Green, Coldstream was once a
matrimonial haven for runaway
couples. The Coldstream Guards
were here embodied (August1659)
by General Monk.

When the two travellers arrived at Cold-
stream, where the dividingline between England
and Scotland is the Tweed, Mr Ainslie sug-
gested going across to the other side of the
river by the Coldstream bridge, that Burns
might be enabled to say he had been in En-
gland. They did so, and were pacing slowly
along on English ground, enjoying their walk,
when Mr Anslie was surprised to see the poet
throw away his hat, and thus uncovered,
kneel down with uplifted hands, and appar-
ently rapt in a fit of enthusiasm. Mr Ainslie
kept silence, uncertain what was next to be
done, when Burns, with extreme emotion,
and an expression of countenance which his
companion could never forget, prayed for and
blessed Scotland most solemnly, by pronounc-
ing aloud, in tones of the deepest devotion,
the two concluding stanzas of the ‘Cotter’s
Saturday Night’;:—— -

Oh, Scotia! my dear, my native soil !
For whom my warmest wish to
Heaven is sent!

Long may thy hardy sons of rustic toil,
Be blest with health,

sweet content!

and peace, and

And oh may Heaven their simple
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lives prevent
From luxury’s contagion, weak and
vile !
Then, howe’er crowns and cronets
be rent,
A virtuous populace may rise the while,
And stand a wall of fire around their

much-loved isle.

Oh Thou! who poured the patriotic
tide
That streamed through Wallace's
undaunted heart
Who dared to nobly stem tyrannie
pride,
Or nobly die, the secondglorious part
(The patriot’s God, peculiarly thou
art,
His friend, inspirer, guardian, and
reward!)
Oh never, never Scotia’s realm de-
sert;
But still the patriot and the patriot’s
bard, '
In bright succession raise, her orna-
ment and guard!
[Chambers’s 'Edinburgh Journal,
April 28, 1832]

The following is the journal which
he wrote that day:——

Dine at Coldstream with Mr Ainslie
and Mr Foreman——beat Mr F. in a
dispute about Voltaire. Tea at Lennel
House with Mr Brydone [author of
‘A Tourin Sicily and Malta’.]—Mr
Brydone a most excellent heart, kind,
joyous, and benevolent, ------ Mrs Bry-
done [a daughter of Dr Robertson the
historian] a most elegant woman in

her person and manners; the tones of

her voice remarkably sweet my

reception extremely
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flattering——sleep at Coldstream. -
The next day, Teusday [May8.], the two
travellers crossed back into Scotland, breakfa-
sting at Kelso, and visiting Roxburgh Palace
and the ruins of Roxburgh castle, Burns not-
ing ‘a holly bush growing where James J.
of Scotland was accidentally killed by the burst-
ing of a cannon’. The journal about this

day runs as follows.
Teusday [May 8] —— Breakfast at

Kelso——charming situation of Kelso

fine bridge over the Tweed

enchanting views and prospects on both
sides of the river, particularly the
Scotch side; introduced to Mr Scott of
Royal Bank, an excellent, modest fel-

ruins of

low——fine situation of it
Roxburgh Castle——a holly bush grow-
ing where James ][. of Scotland was
accidentally killed by the bursting of
a cannon—Climate and soil of Ber-
wickrshire, and even Roxburghshire,
superior to Ayrshire——bad roads:-----
‘Come up Teviot and up Jed to Jed-
burgh to lie [that is, to sleep, or
lodge], and so wish myself a good-
night.
Wednesday 9 was spent as follows. Accord-
ing to his journey;
Wednesday [May 9] Breakfast
with Mr—in Jedburgh——------ charm-

ing, romantic situation of Jedburgh,
with gardens, orchards, & c. inter-
fine old

a once magnificent cathedral

mingled among the houses

ruins
[abbey church], and strong castle.
All the towns here have the appear-
ance of old, rude grandeur, but the
people extremely idle——Jed a fine
romantic little river. ’
At Jedburgh, the poet, who was susceptible, -
flirted with a Miss Isabella Lindsay, ‘a good-

humoured, amiable girl ; rather short ‘et em-
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bon point’ but handsome, and extremely grace-
ful

and sparkling with delicious moisture—an

beautiful hazel eyes, full of spirit,
engaving face......... . She occupied his atten-
tions for the next few days, her willingness
to be dallied with——much to the annoyance
of another rather older spinster whom Burns
wished ‘curst with eternal desire and damn’d
with endless disappointment’, to say nothing
of being crushed in ‘the lowest regions of the
bottomless Pit’ beneath ‘the burden of Tanti-
quated Virginity’ ’——encouraging him to whip
himself into the belief that he was in love
with her. [According to his journal, ‘Shake
myself loose, after several unsuccessful efforts,
of Mrs and Miss
other, get hold of Miss Lindsay’s arm. My

, and, somehow or

heart is thawed into melting pleasure after be-
ing so long frozen up in the Greenland bay
of indifference, amid the noise and nonsense
of Edinburgh. Miss seems very well pleased
with my bardship’s distinguishing her ; and
after some slight qualms, which I could easily
mark, she sets the titter round at defiance,
and kindly allows me to keep my hold ; and
when parted by the ceremony of my intro-
duction to Mr Somerville, she met me half,
to resume my situation.——in love——1I am
afraid my bosom is still nearly as much tinder
as ever.

They ‘set out next morning (on 10th May)
for Wauchope——breakfast by the way with
Dr Elliot,
ther moorish place, on the banks of the Rule

now rested to a romantic, but ra-

——he accompanies us almost to Wauchope—
we traverse the country to the top of Boches-
ter, the scene of an old encampment, and
Woolee Hill.

Wauchope.——Sup with Mr Potts——agree-
able party. Breakfast next morning with Mr
Somerville——the ‘bruit’ of Miss Lindsay and
my bardship, by means of the invention and

Mr Somerville sends to

malice of Miss
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Dr Lindsay, begging him and family to break-
fast if convenient, but at all events to send
Miss Lindsay; accordingly, Miss Lindsay only
comes. Mr Ainslie and Mrs S——, junr., with
Mr——, Miss Lindsay, and myself, go to see
Esther [Easton], a very remarkable woman
for reciting poetry of all kinds, and some-
times making Scotch doggerel herself.’

‘I walk in Esther’s garden with Miss Lind-
say, and after some liffle chit-chat of the ten-
der kind, I presented her with a proof print
of my ‘nob’, which she accepted with some-
She told

me many litte stories which Miss——had re-

thing more tender than gratitude.

tailed concerning her and me——God bless
her! Was waited on by the magistrates, and
presented with the freedom of the burgh.’

He ‘took farewell af Jedburgh, with, some
melancholy, disagreeable sensations. Jed, pure
be thy crystal streams, and hallowed thy syl-
van banks! Sweet Isabella Lindsay, may
peace dwell in thy bosom! -..... .

‘Kelso. Dine with the Farmers’ Club
------ . Go out with Mr Ker. [about May13?]

Dine with Sir Alexander Don—a pretty clev-

er fellow, .- A very wet day------Sleep at
Stodrig again, and set out for Melrose::-.--
visit Dryburgh, a fine old ruined abbey

still bad weather——cross Leader, and come
up Tweed to Melrose——dine there, and visit
that far-famed, glorious ruin——come to Sel-
kirk, up Ettrick——the whole country here
about, both on Tweed and Ettrick, remark-
Mr Robert Chambers says:

ably stony’.
‘It is evident that Burns was disappointed of
his intended visit to the Vale of Yarrow,
whose ‘dowie dens’ were of course endeared
to him by the ancient popular ballad, as well
as by William Hamilton’s beautiful modern
ditty. The rain seems to have forced him
to take refuge in the inn at Selkirk. The
poet seems to have spent the remainder of

the day in penning a letter to his publisher,
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Mr Creech, who had lately left Edinburgh on

* a visit to London.

Talking of the Ettrick, it was also to him
classical, by virtue of a fine pastoral song,
now in his ken; for it travels by Selkirk

town.

‘Monday [May 14.] —Come to Inverlei-
then, a famous spa, and in the vicinity of
the palace of Traquair, where, having dined,
and drunk some Galloway-whey, I here re-

main till to-morrow——saw Elibanks and Eli-

. braes, on the other side of the Tweed’.

‘Tuesday [May 15.].
night at Pirn with Mr Horsburgh. Break-
fasted to-day with Mr Ballantyne of Hollylee.

Drank tea yester-

Dine at a country inn, kept by a miller,
in Earlstone, the birthplace and residence of

saw the

the celebrated Thomas & Rhymer

‘ruins of his castle——come to Berrywell’.

‘Wednesday [May 16.].——Dine at Dunse
with the Farmers’ Club———company, impos-
Rev. Mr Smith,

a famous punster, and Mr Meikle, a cele-

sible to do them justice

brated mechanic, and inventor of the thrashing-
mill’.

‘Thursday [Mayl7.], breakfast at Berrywell,
and walk into Dunse to see a famous knife
made by a cutler there, and to be presented
to an Italian prince. A pleasant ride with
my friend Mr Robert Ainslie, and his sister,
to Mr Miss Jacky

Grieve, an amiable sister of Mrs Thomson’s,

Thomson’s Company,
and Mr Hood, an honest, worthy, facetious

farmer in the neighbourhood’.
‘Friday [May18.].——Ride to Berwick

an idle town, rudely picturesque. Meet Lord
Errol in walking round the walls his lord-

Dine with Mr

ship’s flattering notice of me.
Clunzie, merchant——nothing particular in
company or conversation. Come up a bold

shore. and over a wild country,to Eyemouth
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glass

sup and sleep at Mr Grieve's.

‘Saturday [May 19.].——Spend the day at
Mr Grieve’s——made a royal Arch Mason of
St Abb’s Lodge. Mr William Grieve, the
eldest brother, a joyous, warm-hearted, jolly,
clever fellow takes a hearty glass, and sings
Mr Robert, his brother, and
partner in trade, a good fellow, but says little.

a good song.

Take a sail after. Fishing of all kinds pays
tithes at Eyemouth’.

‘Sunday [May 20. ]——A Mr Robinson, brew-
er at Ednam, sets out with us to Dunbar.
The Miss Grieves very good girls. My bard-
ship’s heart got a brush from Miss Betsy.
Pass the famous Abbey of Coldingham, and
Call at Mr Sheriff’s, where Mr

A. and I dine. Mr S. talkative and conceited.

Pease-bridge.

I talk of love to Nancy the whole evening
while her brother escorts home some compan-
ions like him. Sir James Hall of Dunglass,
having heard of my being in the neighbour-
hood, comes to Mr Sheriff’s to breakfast

takes me to see his fine scenery on the stream
of Dunglass——Dunglass the most romantic
sweet place I ever saw.

‘Passed through the most glorious corn coun-
try I ever saw, till I reach Duubar, a neat
litte town. Dine with Provost Fall. an emi-
nent merchant, and most respectable char-
acter, but undescribable, as he exhibits no
marked traits. With him [Mr Robinson] I
call on Miss Clarke,

tolerable pretensions to remark and wit. She

a clever woman, with

wanted to see what sort of ‘raree show’ an
author was; and to let him know, that though
Dunbar was but a little town, yet it was not
destitude of people of parts.

‘Breakfast next morning (Monday, May2l)
at Skateraw, at Mr Lee’s, a farmer of great
note. Mr Lee an excellent, hospitable, social
fellow, rather oldish——warm-hearted and chat-

ty——a most judicious, sensible farmer.
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Mr Lee detains me till next morning(Teusday,
May 22). Company at dinner——My rev. ac-
quaintance Dr Bowmaker [and some others].

Found Miss Ainslie——the amiable, the sen-
sible,

Ainslie—all alone at Berrywell.

the good-humoured, the sweet Miss
Heavenly
powers, who know the weakness of human
hearts, support mine!

‘Lammermuir Hills, from East Lothian to
Dunse, very wide. I walk into Dunse before
dinner, and out to Berrywell in the evening
with Miss Ainslie——how well-bred, how

frank, how good she is! Charming Rachel !
may thy bosom never be wrung by the evils of
this life of sorrows, or by the villainy of
this world’s sons ! Dine with the Farmers’Club
at Kelso.’ [From this point Burns loses the
company of Mr Robert Ainslie, who returned
to Edinburgh.]

‘Thursday [May 24.]—Mr Ker and I set
out to dine at Mr Hood's, on our way to
England. I am taken extremely ill with strong
feverish symptoms, and take a servant
of Mr Hood’s to watch me all knight——em-
bittering remorse scares my fancy at the
gloomy forebodings of death. I am determined
to live for the future in such a manner as not
to be scared at the approach of death——1I am
sure I could meet him with indifference, but
for “the something beyond the grave.” Mr
Hood agrees to accompany us to England if
we will wait till Sunday.

Friday [May25.].—— ‘Meet my good old
friend Mr Ainslie, who calls on Mr Hood in
the evening to take farewell of my bardship.
This day I feel myself warm with sentiments
of gratitude to the Great Preserver of men,
who has kindly restored me to health and
strength once more.

‘Sunday [May27.]—Cross Tweed, and trav-
erse the moors, through a wild country, till

I reach Alnwick——Alnwick Castle, a seat of
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the Duke of Northumberland, furnished in a
A Mr Wilkin, agent

of his Grace’s, shews us the house and po-

most princely manner.

licies.

Monday [May28.].—Come, still through
by-ways, to Warkworth, where we dine. Her-
mitage an old castle, Warkworth situated
very picturesquely, with Coquet Island, a
small rocky spot, the seat of an old monas-
tery, facing it a little in the sea, and the small
but romantic river Coquet running through it.
Sleep at Morpeth, a pleasant enough little
Meet
with a very agreeable, sensible fellow, a Mr

town, and on next day to Newcastle.

Chattox, who shews us a great many civili-

ties, and who dines and sups with us.
Wednesday [May 30.]. ——Left Newcastle

early in the morning, and rode over a fine

country to Hexham to breakfast from He-

xham to Wardrew, the celebrated Spa. where
we slept.

Thursday [May 31.].——Reach Longtown to
dine, and part there with my good friends,
Messrs Hood and Ker.

town.

A hiring day in Long-
I am uncommonly happy to see so
many young folks enjoying life. I come to
Carlisle.

adventure by the way, in falling in with a

(Meet a strange enough romantic
girl and her married sister. The girl, after
some overtures of gallantry on my side, sees
me a little cut with the bottle, and offers to
take me in for a Gretna-green affair. I, not
being quite such a gull as she imagines, make
an appointment with her, by way of ‘vive la
bagatelle’, to hold a conference on it when
we reach town. I meet her in town; but
after all she sheers off.

Next day [June.1l] —I meet my good friend
Mr Mitchell, and walk with him round the

town and its environs, and through his

printing-works, & c. four or five hundred

people employed, many of them women and
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children. Dine with Mr Mitchell, and leave
Carlisle. Come by the coast to Annan. Over-
taken on the way by a curious old fish of a
shoemaker, and miner, from Cumberland
mines. [Here the manuscript abruptly termina-
tes. ]

From Carlisle, Burns intended to journey
alone to Dumfries there to look at the Dals.
winton farm. At Dumfries, which he reach-
ed on 4th June he was made an honorary
freeman. There, he found awaiting him a com-
municationfrom an Edinburgh innkeeper, Mrs
Hogg, relating to another ‘weel-far’d winch’
who had certainly not been ‘bred to mainers

by the beuk’.
Cameron, an Edinburgh servant girl who had

Her name was May (or Meg)

given herself to the poet during the winter.
In spite of his solicitude for her, the incom-
moded Miss Cameron was not to be so easily
bought off. Having, as he thought, settled
this matter satisfactorily, Robert rode on to
Dalswinton, locked over the farm and was
poorly impressed, and on 9th June arrived
back at Mossgiel unannounced ; out of hu-
mour with himself and the world at large.

Within a fortnight of his return, he was
off again on another journey, this time into
West Argyll, and alone. His first part of call
was Glosgow, from where he sent home some
fine silk for his mother and sisters. But on
this, his second tour, he did not keep a jour-
nal, and the first we know of his trarels is
the fragment of a letter of 25th June to Ain-
slie, written at Arrochar. It is written as
follows.

I write this on my tour through a
country where savage streams tumble
over savage mountains, thinly over-

spread with savage folks, which starv-

ingly support as savage inhabitants.
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My last stage was Inverary

tomorrow night’s stage, Dumbar-

ton.

At Dumbarton, after a saddle-less race with
a Highlander on Loch Lomondside, in which
‘Jenny Geddes’ tumbled herself, much bruis-
ing her master, the poet was again made an
honorary freeman. By the end of the month
he was back in Mossgiel.

He spent July idling moodily at Mossgiel,
and writing a stilted elegy on the death of
Sir James Hunter-Blair, the Ayrshire-born
Lord Provost of Edinburgh, as well as sketch-
ing out his famous autobiographical letter to
Dr John Moore.

According to Mr Maurice Lindsay, the world

at home disgusted him too. It received back
a different Burns from the one it had watch-
ed ride off to Edinburgh in quest of fame just
over six months before. The Burns who had
gone, for all the success of the Kilmarnock
book, had been an upstart, a social nuisance.
The Burns who came back had been approved
by the ‘greatest’ in the land; had journeyed
about the countryside, his ‘Bardship’ every-
where respectfully honoured; and, moreover,
had now money of his own, or at least the
promise of it.

By 8th August, Burns was back again in
Edinburgh, three weeks before he had origin-
ally planned to begin his Highland Tour with
William Nicol.
try once again to extract further funds from
Creech,

idleness and the forthcoming third tour must

Probably his purpose was to

since the months of jaunting and

have combined to make severe demands on his
pocket. Whether or not his immediate busi-
ness with Creech was successful we do not
know: but by 25th August, Nicol was at last
free to travel, and the two men set out for

the Highlands, this time travelling in a chaise,
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According to his journal,

‘[Saturday] 25th August 1787.——I leave
Edinburgh for a northern tour, in company
with my good friend Mr Nicol, whose origi-
nality of humour promises me much enter-
tainment.” The first day, Burns and Nicol
Journeyed to Falkirk, via Linlithgow. ‘The
more elegance and luxury among the farmers,
I always observe, in equal proportion, the rude-
This

remark I have made all over the Lothians,

ness and stupidity of the peasantry.

Merse. Boxburgh, &c. Forthis, among other
reasons, I think that a man of romantic
taste, a “Man of Feeling” will be better
pleased with the poverty, but intelligent minds
of the peasantry in Ayrshire (peasantry they
are all below the Justice of Peace), than the
opulence of a club of Merse farmers, when
at the same time he considers the Vandalism
of their plough-folks, &c. I carry this idea so
far, that an unenclosed, half-improven coun-
try is to me actually more agreeable, and
gives me more pleasure as a prospect, thana
country cultivated like a garden.

The travellers appear to have spent the
night in the Cross Keys Inn at Falkirk. Burns
had lately provided himself with a diamond,
wherewith to scribble on glass; and it is said
that a verse written with this instrument was

afterwards found on a window in the inn:

Sound be his sleep and blithe his
morn,

That never did a lassie wrang;
Who poverty ne’er held in scorm,

For misery ever tholed a pang.
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‘[Sunday, August 26.] Camelon, the an-

cient metropolis of the Picts,

now a small
village in the neighbourhood of Falkirk.

Cross the Grand Canal to Carron’. They went
to Carron, in the hope of seeing the celebrat-
ed iron-works there, although, the day be-
ing Sunday, it is difficult to understand howt
‘The

Carron running down the bosom of the whole

hey should have expected admission.

(Dunipace), makes it one of the most charm-
ing little prospects I have seen’.

‘This morning I knelt at the tomb of Sir
John the Graham, the gallant friend of the
immortal Wallace. And just now, from Stir-
ling Castle, I have seen by the setting sun
the glorious prospect of the windings of Forth
through the rich carse of Sterling, and skirt-
ing the equally rich carse of Falkirk.’

‘[Monday, August 27].
ing I rode from this town up the meandering

Yesterday morn-

Devon’s banks, to pay my respects to some
Ayrshire folks at Harvieston. After breakfast,
we made a party to go and see a remarkable
cascade in the Devon, about five miles above
Harvieston ; and after spending one of the
most pleasant days I ever had in my life, I
returned to Sterling in the evening.

[On Saturday Night the travellers had not
been more charmed with the magnificent pan-
orama of the Grampians presented on the
battlements of the castle, than their national
and Jacobitical feelings had been outraged by
the ruinous state of the ancient hall in which
parliaments had occasionally been held under
the Scottish Kings. An inscription was after-
ward found on the window of their room. It
was a poem composed of eight lines on the
Vicissitudes of the Stuart.

‘Tuesday morning [August 28.]. Break-
fast with Captain Forrester Ochil Hills
Forth and Teith Allan

River——Strathallan, a fine country, but lit.

Devon River
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Cross Earn to Crieff—Dine

tle improved
and go to Auberchil——old reception at Au-
berchil—a most romantically pleasant ride
up Earn, by Auchtertyre and Comrie, to Aber-
uchil——Sup at Crieff.

‘Wednesday morning [August29.].——Leave
Crieff——Glen Almond——Almond River
Loch Fruoch
Landlord and landlady remarkable chara-

Ossian’s Grave Glenquaich

cters——Taymouth——described in rhyme——
Meet the Hon.Charles Townshend.’
‘Thursday [September 6.].——Come down
Tay to Dunkeld
River——Druid’s Temple——three circles of

Glenlyon House——Lyon

stones——the outermost sunk the second

has thirteen stones remaining——the inner-

most has eight——two large detached ones like

a gate, to the south-east——say prayersin it
——pass Taybridge——Aberfeldy——described
in rhyme——Castle-Menzies Inver —— Dr

Stewart——Sup.’

[The beautiful falls of Moness at Aberfeldy
excited the poet to verse; but on this occasion
it came in a lyric form, for he remembered a
simple old ditty, called the ‘Birks of Aber-
geldy’; and he made a poem composed of six
stanzas, each of which has four lines, under
almost the same title as that of the poem
mentioned above, as follows. But we shall

show only the first two stanzas here.]

THE BIRKS OF ABERFELDY
The Tune The Birks of Abergeldy

Bonnie lassie, will ye go,
will ye go, will ye go;
Bonnie lassie, will ye go,

To the birks of Aberfeldy?

Now Simmer blinks on flowery braes,
And o’er the crystal streamlets plays;
Come let us spend the lightsome days
In the birks of Aberfeldy.
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‘Friday [Augusf 31.]. Walk with Mrs
Stewart and Beard to Birnam top——fine pro-
spect down Tay———Craigiebarns Hills-------.-

breakfast with Dr Stewart. visit his house

‘Ride up Tummel River to Blair [the seat
of the Duke of Athole]

ful romantic nest

Fascally, a beauti-

wild grandeur of the Pass

of Killiecrankie——visit the gallant Lord Du-
,ndee’s stone. Sup with the duchess——easy
and happy from the manners of the family--

‘Saturday [Sept. 1]. Visit the

round Blair fine, but spoiled with bad taste

scenes

------ ride in company with Sir William Murray

. and Mr Walker to Loch Tummel-——meander-

ings of the Rannoch, which runs through quon
dam Struan Robertson’s estate from Loch
Rannoch to Loch Tummel—-dine at Blair.’
About twenty persons in all.

According to the account received by Dr
Currie from Mr Walker, his manner was un-
embarrashed, plain, and firm, and he appear-
ed to have complete reliance on his own native
good sense for directing his behavior. He

never seemed to forget a proper respect for
the seperate species of dignity belonging to
each. He did not arrogate conversation; but,
when led into it, he spoke with ease, pro-

priety, and manliness. He tried to exert his

abilities, because he knew it was ability (as
poet) alone gave him a title to be there.
‘Next Day I (Mr Walker) took a ride with
him (Burns) through some of the most ro-
mantic parts of that neighbourhood, and was
highly gratified by his conversation.’ ‘*Much
attention was paid to Burns both before and
after the duke’s return. The duke’s fine young
family attracted much of his admiration.]
The Saturday and Sunday which Burns spent at
Blair (September 1 and 2) he afterwards de-
clared to be among the happiest days of his
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life.
‘Teusday (September 4.).——Findhorn Ri-
rocky banks——come on up to Castle-

ver
Cawdor, where Macbeth murdered King Dun-
kan

was stabbed——dine at kilravock——---+-- Fort-

saw the bed in which King Duncan

George Inverness.’

‘Wednesday [September 5.].——Loch Ness
—Braes of Ness——General’s Hut——Fall
of Fyers—Urquhart Castle and Strath.’ In
the evening, after returning from his drive
to the Fall of Fyers, Burns (accompanied, we
presume, by Nicol) dined by appointment with
Mr Inglis, the provost, who had a party to
meet him. He was enraptured with the High-
land scenery, but rather thoughfful and silent
than other wise during the evening.

“Thursday (Sep. 6. ). ——Come over Culloden
Muir
breakfast at Kilravock’——[He probably was

reflections on the field of battle

introduced here by Mr Mackenzie, author of
the ‘Man of Feeling’, who was a near rela-
tion of the family by his mother.] ‘Mrs Rose
and Mrs Grant accompany us to Kildrummie
——two young ladies——Miss Rose, who sang

two Gaelic songs, beautiful and lovely——Miss

Sophia Brodie, most agreeable and amiable
both of them gentle, mild; the sweetest crea-
tures on earth, and happiness be with them!
[In a letter written in the subsequent Febru-
ary to Mrs Rose, junior, the poet shews a
lively and grateful recollection of this happy
day. It appears that here also he would have

" prolonged his stay but for the impatience of

Nicol. ]
‘Friday [sep.7].——Forres——famous stone
at Forres Mr Brodie tells me that the muir

where Shakespeare lays Macbeth’s witch-

- meeting is still haunted—that the country folks

wont (to) pass it by night.

“‘Venerable ruins of Elgin Abbey [Cathe-
dral]——a grander effect at first glance than
Cross

Melrose, but not near so beautiful.

— 168 —



Fochabers ~——37 k72 E R (Gordon 2 DEf
%5 « Gordon ] PHOHEKRICHHAEZC S
BLv—=_aHY T3, Bi—A B X
Charlotte kA & Magdeline £ A, BE X {#
Abercrombie ¢J2 A, Gordon [, X 5~&
ERDONY, BERERETHD—AFIH D
RN LI X VR EOL L 38
Th, BRT EESLY, RLERMDO, #HE
7o, TLTCEHOI WL, TLTC, ¥KBAT
Y, RARBECER I b 23X v
My, HHHEHUBRIBLIC! ]

ZODWTHRADFAIRGOEFELERT E %L
TH~NAR bRz, B, RLerns, Lo
M Nicol Zz D=7 4 —ZBMEES = & A
Hikied o te, ThT, WfT7e % B0 b B L IR
HEOREXEHE IS 2 LAHEKRVOT, B
EHHEOF T, HNico) oyt > T, Z0EY
Gordon IO D, ZoidE-Tc, RL,
ZOE BRI PBEROBRILBYIZEC 0T, i
ok Castle-Gordon 1) - T, HEEA5ELL
BTHDTH-T,

i, X5 & 01T Burns i Cullen ~, f#

(Nicol) ¢@fIL, FZTFOEEZBL, F L
TzohbifEbit Banff (58198 8B LB H
&, ZZTHfw L %), Peterhead, Ellon %3k
I+C, Aberdeen ~, Aberdeen -G,
Tullochgorum Zdfixzay PS5 v FVEIL L AT
D, MEMLD UL S BREEEORTFTHS
F# Skinner &7z,

Aberdeen 75 Burns|ifgo 5, Kincardine-
shire, DF ORI FEATHIL, Fifio
RHCRHPBHPTREBEIEFEENEALTHLILD
BB THBMNNEHERA ST, B ThEKE b
LI CEEEATHELHDHDRAT Y } T
VFRHERE Lo T DT, HiXz X
B ADZ ERBEVELERL, LTt h
T, HIELOThETRICZ LDV EHEEL
S5 EEIRFLIC,

BXES, [EThe=vF 4 v 7 icgER: Sto-
nehive (Stonhaven) & {——FLDOHW & &5
------ Stonehive D{EZ Robert Burnes D

Burns {1

Spey to Fochabers—fine palace [Gordon Cas-
tle, the seat of the Duke of Gordon]
worthy of the generous proprietor
Company——Duke and Duchess, Ladies Char-
lotte and Magdeline, Colonel Abercrombie and
Lady, Mr Gordon, and Mr

a venerable aged figure——the duke makes

dine.

, a clergyman,

me happier than ever great man did——noble,
princely, yet mild, condescending, and affa-
ble; gay and kind——the duchess witty and sen-
sible——God bless them !’

At this castle, our poet {Burns) was recei-
ved with the utmost hospitality and kindness.
He, however, could not let his fellow-travel-
ler Nicol join this party; and as no explana-
tion nor entreaty could change the purpose
of the fellow traveller, seating himself beside
him(Nicol)in the post-chaise, he left here turning
his dack on Gordon Castle.

ever, of the great kindness of the noble family,

Sensible, how-

ha made the best return by composing the
poem ‘Castle-Gorden.’

To change the subject, Burns accompanied
him (Nicol) on to Cullen, where they spent
the night, and from here they passed through
Banff, (where they breakfasted next morning,
Saturday, 8th September), Peterhead and El-
lon, to Aberdeen. At Aberdeen Burns met
Bishop Skinner, son of the still-living though
venerable author of *Tullochgorum’, and other
Scots songs.

From Aberdeen Burns proceeded southward
into Kincardineshire, the native county of his
father, and where the most of his paternal
kindred still resided. As he had eminently
that Scottish heart which acknowledges ‘bluid
to be thicker than water, he felt deep inter-
est in entering upon this district, where he
expected to meet with many hither-to unseen
relatives.

‘Near Stonehive [Stonehaven],’ he says,
‘the coast a good deal romantic. Meet my re-

lations. Robert Burnes, writer in Stonehive,
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------ ——his wife a sweet, hospitable body,
without any affectation of what is called town-
breeding. I spent two days among our rela-
tions, and found our aunts, Jean and Isabel
still alive and hale old women.

‘Teusday [Sep. 11]. Breakfast with Mr
Burns [not the poet himself]——lie at Law-
Mrs

jolly, frank, sensible, love-inspiring widow——
Howe of the Mearns, a rich, cultivated, but

library ,a

rence-kirk——Album

still unenclosed country.
‘Wednesday [Sep.12].

River and a rich country to Craigow.’ He

Cross North Esk

then ‘Go to Montrose, that finely-situated,
handsome town’ He here found his cousin,
Mr James Burnes, in creditable circumstances
as a writer or legal agent, and therefore a
member of the upper circle of society. The
present Mr James Burnes, son of that gentle-
man, and father of Sir Alexander Burnes of
Cabul memory, was then a little boy, and he
only remembers sitting for a while upon the
bard’s knee.

‘Breakfast [Sep. 13] at Muthie, and sail
along that wild, rocky coast, and see the famous
caverns, particularly the Gairiepot——Iland and
dine at Arbroath
Abbey———come to Dundee through a fertile

stately ruins of Arbroath

Dundee a low-lying but pleasant
Broughty

country

town—-old steeple——Tayfrith
Castle, a finely-situated ruin, jutting into the
Tay.

‘Friday [Sep. 14]. —Breakfast with the
Miss Scotts——Miss Bess Scott like Mrs Green-

field——my bardship almost in love with

her come through the rich harvests and
fine hedgerows of the Carse of Gowrie, along
the romantic margin of the Grampian Hills
to Perth——fine, fruitful, hilly, woody coun-
try round Perth.’

‘Saturday Morning [Sep. 15]. ——Leave Perth

come up Strathearn to Endermay——fine,
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fruitful, cultivated Strath the scene of ‘Bes-
fine
Lie

reflections in a fit of the colic.’

sie Bell and Mary Gray’ near Perth

scenery on the banks of the May------
at Kinross
‘Sunday [Sep.16].

barren country to Queensferry

Pass through a cold,

dine—cross
the ferry, and on to Edinburgh.’

So ended the longest of Burns’s tours. Now,
firstly the fellow-traveller Nicol may have been
a less amiable companion than Ainslie,
but the ground covered was more extensive
than that traversed in the Border tour. And
secondly there was also the additional plea-
sure of the reunion with his North-East rela-
tions, an event which must have given much
satisfaction to one whose family feelings were
as loyal as Burns’s were, He later wrote to
Patrick Miller that“ my journey through the
Highlands was“perfectly inspiring”, and I hope
I have laid in a good stock of new poetical

»

ideas from it.” His main business with Mill-
er, and indeed with himself at that moment
was not, however, ‘poetical ideas’, but wheth-
er or not he should accept the offer of the
The wish of Burns for

an immediate review of Miller’s farm does not

farm at Dalswinton,

appear to have been immediately gratified.
Before October was far advanced, he had
undoubtedly left the capital (Edinburgh) on
an excursion of a different character, and in
a different diretion, in company with Dr James
M ‘Kittrick Adair, a friend somewhat his sen-
ior, to whom he probably became known
through an Ayrshire line of acquaintance. They
rode off on his fourth tour, along the Ochils.
Now, what were the character and the dir-
ection of his tour, then? These will be ex-
plained in the way that two thin threads get
plaited with each other and become a vivid

string. As Burns does not keep a journal,
we must depend on Adair’s narrations.

‘We (Burns and Adair) rode by Linlithgow

and Carron, to Stirling. We visited the iron-
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works at Carron, with which the poet was
forcibly struck. The resemblance between that
place and its inhabitants to the cave of the
At Stirl-
ing the prospects from the castle strongly in-

Cyclops presented itself to Burns’.

terested him, and his national feelings were
powerfully excited by the ruinous and roofless
state of the hall in which the Scottish par-
liaments had frequently been held, and then
his indignation made him commit the mis-
chiefs of scribbling last and of breaking the
window-pane at the inn now.

‘From Stirling we went next morning thr-
ough the romantic and fertile vale of Devon
to Harvieston, in Clackmannanshire, then in-
habited by Mrs Hamilton, with the younger
part of whose family Burns had been pre-
viously acquainted. ‘The two travellers ar-
rived at Harvieston somewhat inopportunely.
To speak the plain truth, the servile powers
of the establishment were about to be en-
gaged in the great washing of the year, and
in those days it was not thought improper
for young ladies even of the state and accom-
plishments of the Misses Hamilton and Miss
Margaret chalmers to take some concern in
the preparations for that important business.
The embarrassment of the young ladies was
rather increased than diminished, when Char-
lotte, baving gone to see who had arrived,
came back reporting to her sister Grizel and
Miss Chalmers, that, besides their acquaint-
ance Burns, there was an ‘English’ stranger
——one, too, of whom she could discover no-
thing but that he seemed to know an immense
number of “fine people’.

Mrs Hamilton and the young ladies, never-
theless, contrived to perform the due rites of
hospitality to their guests. They, in their
turn, were pleased with the family party in
which they mingled, and particularly with the
beautiful Charlotte. Mrs Hamilton afterwards

acknowledged that, the two gentlemen being
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lodged in a chamber divided from hers only
by a wainscot partition, she was made aware
against her will that their chat for an hour
after retiring referred to nothing but the at-
tractions of her daughter (Charlotte).

Burns seems to have intended to stay for a
very short time at Harvieston. He was, how-
ever, detained by a violent storm and heavy
floods (on October 10). ‘During a residence
of about ten days at Harvieston, we made
excursions to visit various parts of the sur-
rounding scenery. Among them was one which
the poet made by himself to visit the two
Ochtertyres. A forenoon’s ride would bring
him to the Tusculum of Mr Ramsay on the
Teith, where his reception was so cordial, that
he promised, if possible, to see his worthy
After a

mere call, Burns seems to have proceeded to

host a second time on his return.

Ochtertyre in Strathearn, in order to visit
Sir william Murray.

Sir William was an amiable and intelligent
country gentleman, who had already at Blair
shewn a friendly disposition towards the bard.
His wife, Lady Augusta——a fine-looking wom-
an in the maturity of her charms——must
have been interesting to Burns from associa-
tions connected with her parentage ; therefore
the Jacobitical feelings of Burns must have
been pleasingly excited in such society; accor-
dingly he must also have much enjoyed the
few days here.

While he was staying in Ochtertyre, there
happened some interesting events; the follow-
ing is one of them. Burns had conversed
with Mr Ramsay regarding an ancient Jacobite
lady, a relic of a former generation, and re-
presentative of an extinct order of manners,
who lived in the ancient and now ruined to-
wer of that name, overlooking the Firth of
Forth at Alloa.

She was Mrs Bruce of Clackmannan, allied

in blood to the Bruce, and in sentiments to
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the Stuarts. She was tall and dignified in her
figure even on the borders of ninety, with
her tartan scarf and the white rose in her
breast. Mr Ramsay seems to have been cu-
rious to learn afterwards how the bard regard-
ed her.

Dr Adair says— “This venerable dame, with
characteristical dignity, informed me, on my
observing that I believed she was descended
from the family of Robert Bruce, that Robert
Bruce was sprung from her family. She was
in possession of the hero’s helmet and two-
handed sword, with which she conferred on
Burns and myself the honour of knighthood,
remarking, that she had a better right to con-
fer that title than ‘some other’.

‘You will of course conclude that the old

lady’s political tenets were as Jacobitical as the

poet’s a conformity which contributed not
a little to the cordiality of our reception and
entertainment. Though almost deprived of sp-
each by a paralytic affection, she preserved
her hospitality and urbanity.

[It is barely necessary to remark, that Lady
Clackmannan scarcely had authentic grounds
for concluding that Robert Bruce was sprung
from ‘her’ family; for all that the Bruces of
Stirling and Clackmannanshires know of their
earliest recorded ancestor is, that David 1.,
the son of Bruce, addresses him in a charter
as ‘our relative’. The old lady probably ground-
ed upon some family legend. (Robert Cham-
bers)] It may go without saying that her
family was, however people may regard it,
one of the noblest all over the very country.
We hope more investigation on the problem.

According to Dr Adair, he and Burns were
now going to return to Edinburgh by Kinross
Why did they, then, want
to make their cirquit by Kinross? It was be-

and Queensferry.

cause of Burns’s interest in the melancholy
tale of Queen Mary.

Burns would doubtless view with emotion
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the little islet fortress of Lochleven, in which
she first learned to endure the fate of a pri-
soner, and where, under the compulsion of
armed and ferocious barons, she signed a sur-

render of the kingdom to her son.

Dr Adair states—— ‘At Dunfermline we visit-
ed the ruined abbey, and the abbey-church,
now consecrated to Presbyterian worship. Here
I mounted the ‘cutty stool’ or stool of repent-
ance, assuming the character of a penitent
for fornification; while Burns from the pulpit
addressed to me a ludicrous reproof and ex-
hortation, parodied from that which had been
delivered to himself in Ayrshire, where he
had, as he assured me, once been one of
seven who mounted the ‘seat of shame’ to-
gether.In the churchyard two broad flagstones
marked the grave of Robert Bruce, for whose
memory Burns had more than common vene-
ration. He knelt and kissed the stone with
sacred fervour.

Thus Burns returned to Edinburgh on the
20th October, ill with a cold caught in his
journey. His cold was a heavy one; and fur-
thermore as he could scarcely have any leisure,
he accepted the offer of a room at the home
of William Cruickshank, a Classical Master in
the High School of Edinburgh, at No.2 (now
No. 30), St James’s Square.

ever, not the Burns who could enjoy a repose

He was, how-

for very long. Many problems had been wait-
ing for him to return. It is needless to say
that these four journeys became important

parts in his life.

[28th of the midautumn 1980 in Japan]
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