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The Highland Lassie
—— Mary Campbell making Robert
Burns the Great Poet —
(This essay is dedicated at the two
hundred and twentieth anniversary of
the poet’s birth. )

Mitsuyuki Tomita
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And the scribes and Pharisees
brought unto him a woman taken
in adultery; and when they had set
her in the midst, They say unto
him, Master, this woman was taken
in adultery, in the very act. ------ but
what sayest thou?

But Jesus stooped down, and with
his finger wrote on the ground, -...--
(St. John 8.}

One day, when I was about fifteen or so,
as I was half unconscious-ly reading an
anthology titled ‘ The style is the man’ by
the eminent writer Chogyii Rinjir6 Taka-
yama in the Meiji era, I happened to come
across the heading ‘On Ode to an Evening’,
whose passionate expression I was excited
by; and I moved to some other parts again,
leaving it as it was; but the title ‘TO MARY
IN HEAVEN’ seen in it remained in my mind
long afterwards. This, looking back now. I
know, wason TO MARY IN HEAVEN’, the
poem itself by the poet Robert Burns. Now I
shall re-write the original text below asit i57

Every time I came to the piece titled ‘TO
MARY IN HEAVEN’, reading the poem
by Burns, I could have never helped wailing
for him.
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Thou ling’ring star, with less’ning ray,
That lov’st to greet the early morn,

Again thou usher’st in the day

My Mary from my soul was torn.

O Mary! dear departed shade!

Where is thy place of blissful rest?

See’st thou thy lover lowly laid ?

Hear’st thou the groans that rend

his breast?

The poem began with these several lines.
He felt the sorrow of parting from her for
the time being, without knowing it to be the
parting for good and all in the deep green
shade of summer by the River Ayr.

The wind was blowing sweetly, and the
birds were heard singing. The beautiful
violets were blooming fragrantly, and the
stream was whispering. They vowed their
eternal love under the name of God by ex-
changing Bibles with both hands.
.................................... (ﬁve lines omitted)

The time, however, did not come to them
after all when they could fulfil this vow.
Mary did go west before long.
.................................... (five lines omitted)

He got married. But his happy life left
him never to return. 'According to what his
wife wrote, one evening, on which the date
of the death of Mary three years before fell,
he seemed to be suffering from something,
with his pale face even in tears. His wife
asked, but he said nothing, weeping the night
away, mutely confined to his room. Early
in the morning, as he went out into the
garden, his wife watched him stepping and
breaking the autumnal leaves in the autumnal
cold, looking up at the heaven dejectedly and
sighing for a long time. Then he came into
his house and at once told her to bring pen
and paper. Thus it was, I hear, the poem

here titled ‘TO MARY IN HEAVEN' that

he wrote down.



hAd

XC, WRHLEBTHE I B, ZZ
TR A Y — &L, MDFHFUVAAL=RA F YA
FORE< Y 7 TR L Tl FAUTEEA B A~
b e RS-V AREIR, ¥FEEFLILEIAD
< V7 +Frasr P4 TBEOZEK] ZOA
Th Do T, X H M- W E-HKF -
AR RS AR I h B ORETER I
BThde £oT HABRLUTRIELZE-T, Zh
LOMELXHMTHZ L X 5

AVISVFEAZYy FPTVEF
Lok B E A7 Y —AHOIL
76 L7008 1234 5 Greenock D FE
7, ClydefETEECR - T 3T ic» THE
VT B & T HORWHIRIC Y 2 DAL DR
DunconThH %, 1869%ECiL, T CILIRBREN
NHb, EEsEEE G4, ThIXRBSERD
BEBTH o) 235 5o AP 1911 4126, 8405
HoMHUTIEWIC AR DD HEMEEHTL D %o
Rz, ChERA3LBELWHTHR EEAND
e H 3k %o

g

XC, = Y 7 i¥Dunoon# X
Auchamore DI 45131 5 T
WEEONBT, FOmHBE (L
X17624E TR L 7) DAEAKRTFEHAARORL
&L TITORMFIT A h T 1 Zx o &2 Archibald
Campbel i ZFEHEBREDIZ L Y 2 EET B0
ERMICRDIAATH BEBATD ~1chd, Z0
T EYED,. B 5b~NTGEBIE bR,
FOFRFIIHAYRICLC, Dunocon &R U %
31z, Campbelton & Ardrossan XA,
<) 7L, FOFHE{IZ Arran © Lochranza
T, BoPBRIcY 5 David Campbell [ o 5
JETAEE L1

£ i

e

Now, as we can judge from the context,
what is called Mary here is never the Virgen
Mary, the Mother of the Nazarene Jesus
Christ. She is Mary Campbell (Highland
Lassie is the pseudonym), who was loved by
the poet Robert Burns and who loved him.
She, therefore, seems to be worth studying
her homeland, birth, education, thoughts,
character, and so on. Accordingly, we shall
describe on these matters below in due order,

The district which is a
Her Homeland seaside town that extends
3 miles along the sea-
shore of the Firth of Clyde, Tmiles west of
Greenock, about 70 miles northwest of Dum-
fries, the city between England and Scot
land, is her homeland Dunoon. There are a
convalescent home (in 1869) and the remains
of a castle (originally a royal residence) .
The population is 6,840 in 1911. This is also
a very popular summer resort. We may,
therefore, imagine that this is a place beau—
tiful to see.

Now Mary saw the light
Her Growth in a thatched -cottage,
which no longer stands,
on the farm of Auchamore in the parish of
Dunoon, as the eldest of eight children born
to her parents(who had got married in 1762).
Her father, Archibald Campbell, was a hand
on board a revenue cutter plying on the west
coast, in which he lost an eye, and was
pensioned. The family resided at Campbel-
town and Ardrossan as well as Dunoon at
different times. Mary, in her childhood, lived
for some time at Lochranza, Arran, in the
home of the Rev. David Campbell, a relative
of her mother.
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So he may have been
Her Education her teacher in some me-
aning or other because a
minister can be regarded as literate. Butitisa
great regret that we have no clue to hnowing
what and how she was taught by her uncle
or aunt there. We are only consoled with our
great author of the ‘LIFE AND WORKS OF
BURNS’ Robert Chambers’s presumption that
‘the young woman was somewhat superior in
cast of mind, manners, and intelligence to
her situation, as it is ascertained that she
had spent some of her youthful years in the
family of the Rev. David Campbell of Loch
Ranza in Arran, a relation of her mother.

Mary is then said to
have been a dairymaid at
Coilsfield,
Col. Hugh Montgomerie, poetically called by

Her thoughts
the seat of

Burns ‘the Castle o Montgomerie’ and then
in 1785 to have entered service as a nurse-
maid in the household of Gavin Hamilton,
Mauchline, Having' learned there the finer
branches of house-work, she finally returned
to the Castle as a laundry-maid. She had
afterwards been induced by another relative,
a Mrs Isabella, who was housekeeper to a
family in Aryshire, to come to that county
and take a situation as a servant.

Such being the case, she cannot be supposed
to have had what is academically and sys-
tematically called ‘thoughts’, as there is no
clear testimony that she received regular
school education spending some of her youth-
ful years under such and such unfortunate
circumstances. Should we rather be satisfied
with Mr Bannatyne’s assertion that ‘she had
no worldly wealth, no particular intellectual
gifts, but she had those qualities of heart
and mind which gained and retained the
affections of the poet’, we wonder?
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Now, there is some ob-
Her Life scurity about the situations
and movements of Mary;
but the surviving children of Mr Hamilton
are probably right in thinking that she was
nurse-maid to their deceased brother Alex-
ander, who was born in July 1785, and that
she saw him through some of the early sta-
ges of infancy before leaving their house. As
a stranger serving only for a short time in
the village, she has been little remembered
there. Mrs Begg recollects no sort of reference
to her at Mossgiel, except from the poet
himself, when he told John Blane one day
that ‘Mary had refused to meet him in the
old castle — the dismantled tower of the
priory near Mr Hamilton’s house.

We, however, do hope that there may be
some more references somewhere. So let’s
dare to go back to her childhood. It is from
Julia M‘Neil, a daughter of Elizabeth Camp-
bell, that the later inquirers into the history
of Highland Mary, while resident in Campbel-
town, have received whatever amount of
information existed there regarding her. ‘In
my early school days I (the Rev. John C. Hill,
the author of “The Love Songs and Heroines
of Robert Burns’) frequently saw Julia, as
well as many others who were personally
acquainted with the whole of the family to
which Mary Campbell belonged. Mrs M*Neill’s
house as well as Mrs Campbell’s stood in Broom-
brae at the head of Saddell Street. It is
only a few years since the tenement was re-
moved to make way for the present more sub-
stantial erection. According to Miss M‘Nell’s
statement, which has been corroborated by
others who had knowledge of the case, Mary
Campbell was a great favourite with every
one that knew her —— a distinction which
she owed to her pleasant manners, sweet
temper and obliging disposition. Her figure

was graceful; the cast of her face was singu-
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larly delicate and of fair complexion, and
her eyes which were bluish and lustrous had
a remarkably winning expression.

The readers of the brief account of her
given by Burns’s biographers are aware of
that sincerity was a feature of the maiden,
on which her mother in after years used to
dilate with peculiar complacency. ‘

Possessed of good natural abilities and faith-
ful to her duties as a pupil she was always able
togaina promihent position in her class: but
should a dispute arise at any time as to her
right to occupy it, she was prepared to sur-
render it with right goodwill in the interests
of peace and to pacify the probably unrea-
sonable disputant. This spirit of conciliatien
was such a noticeable trait in her character
and was so highly appreciated by her school-
mates and others that, in accordance with
the practice of the place, where anyone who
is noted for qualitiés either good or bad is
known simply by his Christian name, she
came to be recognized by the distinction of
“Mary” only.

Liberality was also a ruling trait in Mary’s
character. Of the presents which her father
was accustomed to bring home from the
various parts he visited, his eldest child was
sure to receive the most and best. These
partial favours were offered her for her assi-
duity and devotion to her mother in the
discharge of domestic duties. It was not in
the girl’s power, however, to retain for her
own use and pleasure the tokens of another’s
kindness to herself. Other hands than Mary’s
were often seen to handle and possess presents
not originally intended for them. It thus
became a common remark among the knowing
ones of the neighbourhood that Mary was
too good for this world and could not live
long.

The Rev. John C. Hill adds: To the un-

utterable grief of the whole family it was
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arranged that she was to go to service in a
household somewhat distant from home. Her
new sphere of duty was inCoilsfield or Mont—
gomerie Castle, in the immediate vicinity of
Tarbolton, in the county of Ayr. For this
position she was indebted to a Campbeltown
lady, the celebrated Miss Arbuckle , who
became by marriage a member of the Eglinton
Family.

At the adjacent Parish Church of Tarbolton,
Mary used to worship on Sundays with other
members of the Coilsfield house, although
her acquaintance with the English language
was somewhat imperfect; her pronunciation
of it, indeed, was so stained with the Goelic
accent that she soon obtained the more
familiar name of Highland Mary.

Other celebrities in Burns’s diary, such as
John Wilson, the whipper-in, Dr Hornbook,
James Humphrey and John Lees, were num-
bered among the congregation that met in
the Clachan Church. Burns, who resided in
a farm almost equidistant from the Kirks of

Mauchline and Tarbolton, seems to have
divided his Sabbaths between these Kirks
according to other considerations, as has been
hinted, than the reputation of their preachers
or the quality of their sermons. In the latter
church, and shortly after her arrival, the
poet saw the interesting young stranger, was
charmed with her appearance and propriety
of conduct, and was of course desirous of
making her acquaintance. One of Mary's
noticiable habits during the church service
was a close attention to her Bible while the
minister was reading from it or referring to
passages illustrative of his text. It has been
conjectured that her loyal observance of this
important duty may have suggested to the
mind of the poet the exchange of Bibles which
took place on a subsequent and memorable
occasion.

“There survived till very recently in the

—101 —
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neighbourhood of Montgomerie Castle, an
elderly and intelligent gentleman, who learned
from a contemporary of the period the cir-
cumstances in which Burns sought and ob-
tained an introduction to his new “fancy”.
In those days a pining swain might have an
opportunity of unburdening his over-weighted
feelings towards the object of his regard by
the aid of a “blackfoot” —— a kind of official
who could in many cases promote a crony’s
interests and attend to his own at the same
time. In the course of a visit to his sweetheart,
a blackfeet could secure her influence with a
female fellow—-servant to consent to a meeting
with a companion of his who was sighing for
an interview,

‘It was thus that Burns got the coveted
introduction —— a favour which his ready
wit, his fascinating eyes and impassioned
eloquence improved to the utmost. It so
happens that the individual who in early
youth did such yeoman service to Burns in
the capacity of blackfoot exercised in a later
age his valuable talents in favour of the gentle-
man I have referred to. A series of extre-
mely diverting incidents connected with the
visits of Burns and of his guide, philosopher
and friend to their respective charmers were
among the old gentleman’s favourite remi-
niscences.

A

Mr Maurice Lindsay
Her Union with tells us as follows :[ We
the Poet Burns do not know, however,
just precisely where or when Robert set eyes
on his ‘Highland Mary’. (She is entitled to
her soubriquet even although she only came
from the Cowal coast: for Robert Reid, who
wrote under the pseudonym ‘Senex’, found
that Gaelic was spoken by all the inhabitants
of Dunoon in 1779 when he spent the summer

there.) According to Robert’s sister Isabella,
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he took up with Mary at the time of Jean’s
supposed ‘desertion’ ; and Jean was sent to
Paisley in March 1786. ‘The Highland Lassie
O’, an indifferent song probably written a-
bout this time, tells us that the poet means
to go to the Indies, and that he has appar—
ently engaged to marry his Highland Lassie
(which Robert’s mother later stated to have
been her son’s intention once he was free of
Jeane,) The song runs as follows.

She has my heart, she has my hand,
By secret troth and honor’s band!
Till the mortal stroke shall lay me low,
I'm thine, my Highland Lassie, O.

The note which Burns later wrote on this
indifferent production is, however, of imm-
en-se importance.

“This was a composition of mine in very
early life before I was known at all in the
world. — [He probably exaggerates his youth
looking back retrospectively. In March 1786,
he wass till not ‘known at all in the world’,
since the Kilmarnock Poems did not appear
until July of that year. )

‘My Highland Lassie was a warm-hearted,
charming young creature as ever blessed a
man with generous love.

The intimacy between Burns and Mary
ripened, as every record tells, into the ten-—
‘After a
pretty long track of the most ardent reciprocal

derest bonds of mutual affection.

attachment, we met by appointment, on the
second Sunday of May, in a sequestered spot
by the Banks of Ayr, where we spent the
before she should
embark for the West Highlands to arrange

day in taking fare well,

matters a-mong her friends for our projected

change of life.
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At a distance of a few yards from the
western side of the castle and close to the
footpath, there was formerly a thorn tree,
whose stem divided into three equally shaped
branches and under whose ample shade the
lovers were wont to meet, The tree was by
turns called ,Burns’s Thorn” and “Mary’s
Tryst”. The position of the thorn and the
attitude of the lovers on a seat beneath its
branches are well represented in the ‘Caled-
onian Muse’, compiled, edited and published,
within a dozen years after the poet’s death,
by Mr George Thomson, his celebrated corr-
espondent. The view of the t horn. the lovers
and surrounding scenery is exceedingly plea-
sing.

A few years ago the print in Mr Thomson’s
own copy of the musical complication, which
was his own and Burns’ joint production,
was cut out of its venerable place and pres—
ented to me (the Rev. John C. Hill ) by his
elder doughter, then in the ninety-sixth
year of her age. A tree so affectingly associ-
ated with the courting days of Burns was
sure to tempt the cupidity of the relic-hunter,
who in the course of years played havoc
with it.....

‘At any rate, on the second Sunday of May

(if Cromek’s note is accepted ) Robert and
Mary met on the banks of the Ayr and,
according to tradition, exchanged Bibles. Rob-
ert’s Bible, if he ever receivad one, has
never been traced. He presumably passed
it to his son, who took it and himself to
Canada, where it came to light at Caledon,
near Tronto, in 1840. It is now in the Burns
Monument at Ayr. Mary’s Bible, a copy of
a two-volume edition published in Edinburgh
in 1782, found its way to the Ardossan
house of her younger sister’s husband, the
stone-mason Anderson.

‘Now, the fly-leaves of both volumes are

inscribed. Mary’s name appears in the first
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volume, Robert’s in the second. But both
names have been deliberately smudged, muti-
lated by Mary’s parents no doubt at the time
they destroyed Robert’s letters to her. An
‘M’ and part of an ‘a’ are all that survive
of Mary’s name, a ‘Robert’ and the ‘s’ of the
surname, together with what looks like the
old spelling of Mossgiel, Mossgaville’, all
that can still be deciphered of Robert’s. But
underneath his name, there is his mason’s
mark, and also in his handwriting two texts
from Leviticus and Matthew, deprecating
vehemently false swearing and the non-per-
formance of oaths’ as Hilton Bown puts it.

Besides this, a poorish song ‘Will ye go to
the Indies, my Mary?’ apparently referring
to this Bible-giving swearing ceremony, also
stresses the earnestness of Robert’s promises
to be true. It flows as follows :

I hae sworn by the Heavens to my Mary.
I hae sworn by the Heavens to be true;

And sae may the Heavens forget me
When I forget my vow!

O plight me your faith, my Mary,
And plight me your lily-white hand ;

O plight me your faith, my Mary,
Before 1 leave Scotia’s strand---.-----

Returning to the subject, ‘the second

Sunday’ of May seemed to have been a little
unknown. And so we wanted to recognize

the exact date. It was exactly the fourteenth
day, being the day before the term at which
servants commence and complete engagements
in Scotland. It was also the best day for
both Burns and Mary.

Now, on this very day Burns and Mary
stood on opposite banks of a tiny stream,
the Faile, just where it is about to fall into
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the River Ayr, and there, beneath the gay
green birk and the sweet-scented hawthorn
overhanging the stream, they swore their
“Eternal Love” to each other. a-ccording to
the Scottish tradition. The ceremonials were
performed as follows : the lovers stood on
each side of a small purling brook —— they
laved their hands in the limpid stream —
an emblem of purity — and clasping them
from bank to bank, holding Mary’s Bible be-
tween them, signifying that as long as that
stream continued to run and as long as that
book held true, so long would they be true
to one other ; and, as a further solemn pledge
of mutual devotion, they exchanged Bibles
ere they bade their ‘last farewell’. Mary
presented to Burns a plain small Bible in one
volume. Burns returned her the compliment
with a more elegant one in two volumes.
What are concerned with these Biblles hare
already been mentioned above.

We may have to say ‘un-—
thinkable’ : ‘this was the last
time that Burns and Mary

Her Death

ever met. The swearring over, Mary went off
to her parentsat Campbetown by way of Green_
ock; after returning home, she spent the
summer and early autumn, during which
period she remained unemployed. Unfortu-
nately she, however, had to nurse a brother
who was sick of malignant fever, a result
which she herself caught the contagion and
it came to that she died young there on 20th
October 1786.

‘Another story is told as follows. In Octo-
ber, she came to Greenock, where her mo-
ther had relations, ostinsibly ( according to
the descendants of’ the relations ) on her
way to take up a situation in Glasgow at
Martinmas —— the November Quarter day
in Scotland. Robert, however, says she came
to meet him.
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If in fact she left Ayrshire pregnant, then
her journey to Greenock seems to suggest
(1) That she died in
child-birth of typhus fever. then raging.

three possibilities :

having come to bear her child out of the
prattling tongues of Campbeltown folk.
(2) That she refrained from taking employ—
ment throughout tke summer because of her
condition, though she hoped to be able to
work again by Martinmas after the child had
been born. (3) That she was turned out of
her parents’ home (or insisted on leaving, )
intending to bear the child and meet Robert
at Greenock, and there after hoping to get
from him a definite settlemant about the na-
ture of their future together.

‘When Mary died in Greenock in October
1786, whether from a fever contracted in
childbearing or from nursing her brother
Robert, she was buried in the ‘lairs’ of the
old West Highland churchyard owned by her
host and relation, Peter Macpherson. Fifteen
years later Greenock formed the first of the
Burns Clubs ( which now number over
seven hundred ! ) on 23 rd February 1803,
the Committe minuted that they had unani-
mously decided to ask Mr Macpherson ‘to
allow the Club to add a tablet to the memory
of Mary Campbell to his lairs’.

In spite of this, ‘the monument was not
actually erected for another forty years.
When it did go up —— a tasteless, pretentious
thing —— it made plain that Mary Campbell
and ‘Highland Mary’ were one and the same
persen, so far as the Greenock Burns Club
was concerned.

Thus, seven years after Robert’s death,
when many who must have been Mary Camp
bell’s contemporaries were still living, the fa—
cts of her flesh-and-blood existence, death and
burial were generally accepted by Greenocki-

ans. Furthermore, writing to Robert in
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November 1792, George Thomson, the editor
of ‘Select Scottish Airs’ added as a postscript
to his letter :
Mary’ are just come to hand; they breathe

Your verses upon °‘Highland

the genuine spirit of poetry and, like the
music, will last for ever. Such verses, united
to such an air, with the delicate harmony of
Pleyel superadded, might form a treat wor-
thy of being presented to Apollo himself. I
have heard the sad story of your Mary : you
always seem inspired when you write of her.

‘Apart from the fact that these few lines
show up the basic absurdity of Thomson’s
artistic notions ( of which more will be said
later), they reveal that some common friend
had carried the tragic news of Mary from
poet to editor, since so far as is known the
two never met. The nature of Mary's end
seems thus to have been fairly common know-
ledge. So much, then, for those who would
have us believe that she never existed at all,
except as a spiritual notion which lifted
Burns out of his carnal self.

“‘The remains of Mary

After Her Campbell lay undistur
Death bed in Peter Macpher-
son’s lair by the shores

of the Clyde for a hundred and twenty-four
years. During this time, Greenock expanded
industrially, and the venerable part of the
town about the Old West Kirkyard fell into
a ruinous state. In 1920, more room was
needed for the further expansion of a ship-
builder’s yard, and Greenock Corporation,
after much argument, decided to transport
the contents of the old graveyard to the
newer Greenock West cemetry. Thus it came
about that on 5th November 1920, Mary
Campbell’s grave was opened, in the presence
of various officials representing the Corpo-

ration (of whom for our purposes, the most
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Important was a certain ex-Bailie Carm-
ichael ) , and the Burns Federation.

‘At the bottom of the North lair, in the
north-west corners’ as the ex-Bailie described
the exact position, was found the bottom
board of an infant’s coffin, sodden with water
but retaining its shape. To Snyder, writing
in 1932, this seemed a pretty convincing
piece of evidence on behalf of the theory
that Mary died in or just after child-birth; to
Mrs Carswell, in 1930, it was complete proof.

,Lairs are not single graves, however, and
as an article in the ‘Greenock Tetegraph’ on
4th January 1921 makes plain, the remains
of more than one mortal were brought to
light at the exhumation —— three skulls, a
thigh bone, part of a jaw bone with ‘four
teeth in a good state of preservation’ some
smaller bones, and some human flesh gone
‘black and quite hard’. There was also a
great quantity of wood. Unfortunately, no
forensic expert examined the remains — that
might have been sacrilege to the sentimen-
talists! —and no wood expert examined the
baby’s coffinboard, before thecasket contain-—
ing these bits and pieces was reinterred
in its new resting place topped once again
by the statue.

In 1932, with these prolific remains to

"back his argument, Dr Lauchlan Maclean

Watt, a confirmed ‘Mariolater’, came forward
in a letter to the ‘Time Literary Supplement’
with a case which sought to annul the value
of the infant’s coffinboard as relevant evi-
dence. A leading undertaker had assured him
that a mother who died in child-birth, and
whose infant died with her, would be buried
in one coffin, the child being laid across her
breast. But of course Mary’s child could
easily have survived her by a day or two —
— or a week or two——and so would have

required on infant’s coffin. Dr Maclean Watt’s

case was hardly a strong one.
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But what should be a very curious result
of Dr Maclean Watt’s letter ? Why, a certain
Mr Hendry of Greenock, who throughout
the very considerable hubbub caused up and
down the country by Mrs Cawswell’'s book
two years before had held his peace. sud-
denly came forward with the story of an
ancestor of his, a Captain Duncan Hendry,
whose wife, like Mary Campbell before her,
made the journey from Campbeltown to Green_
ock in 1826, in this case with the object of
bearing a legitimate child, Where should the
Captain take his wife but to a house near
that of Peter Macpherson? And when the
child, a girl born on 4th January 1827, died
on the 27th of the following month, where
should she be buried but in the obliging
Peter Macpherson’s lair ?

‘Mr Hendry was a friend of ex-Bailie Car-
michael, At some stage not specified, the
ex-Bailie told Mr Hendry about the discovery
of the infant coffin-board, and was in return
told by Mr Hendry that it probably belonged
to Captain Duncan Hendry’s child who had
died in 1827. A tradition in the Hendry fa-
mily persisted that they had a relative buried
in ‘Highland Mary’s’ grave,

‘Had Mr Hendry, a Greenockian, come
forward with his statement in January 1921,
when his own local paper the ‘Greenock
Telegraph’, first printed its own article on

the exhumation and discovery of the coffin~
board, his story would have been easier to
accept. It might still have been possible to
accept it in 1930, when Mrs Carswell was
under heavy fire for having demolished the
Beatrice-Mary notion. But Mr Hendry was
apparently only brought forward by some
person or persons unknown in 1932, in im-
mediate response to the ‘Time Literary Sup-

plement’ controversy(which he himself. inci-
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dentally, did not appear to have read, as
additional ammunition for Dr Maclean Watt’s
defensive arti-llery. I have no doubt whatever
that Dr Maclean, and that Mr Hendry beli-
eved his own strange story to be true. But
I take a much less open-minded view of the
affair than does Hilton Brown, the only
Burns biographer to examine it so far. To
me, the Hendry story seems to bear all the
marks of the spurious legend, and to be
about as convincing as are those vague and
absurd claims of guite ordinary families to
distant ‘blue blood’. As to the manner of
its presentation, I cannot get rid of my
suspicion that the story might never have
been produced at all but for the enthusiasm
of some local ‘Mariolater’ , who had heard
of the Hendry legend, who knew of the
need of the ‘Mariolaters’ for new ‘evidence’,
and who thus set out first to convince Dr
Maclean Watt, then to deceive the world
at large, in the interests of Mary’s post—
humous repﬁtation,
( To be continued )
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