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The Intersubjectivity and Inter-intellectuality

of the Paradigm Concept:

A Review of its Definition

Abstract

The concept of paradigm is considered re-
fering to the definition by Kuhn (1962). Two
reasons for its ambiguous meanings are dis-
cussed. One is his circulating definition and
the other is the multivocality of his definition.

The circulating definition suggests that a
paradigm is produced through past and con-
temporary scientific groups. Scientific features
of collaboration give objectivity to the para-
digm through intersubjectivity of the groups.

The multivocality of the word suggests that
the paradigm implies various aspects of human
intellect from abstract to concrete, and from
explicit to implicit. This means that the par-
adigm is guaranteed through the “inter-intel-
lectuality” of the human intellect.

Relativists may emphasize that there is no
objectivity other than different paradigms in
science, but the paradigm-change means that
the paradigm has undergone objectivity tests
through intersubjectivity of the scientific
groups and “inter-intellectuality” of scien-

tists’ various intellectual activities.
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