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Paradigm and Management Theories:
A Study and Model of the Intellect

Abstract

The concept of paradigm is considered and
its ambiguous meanings discussed referring
to the definition by Kuhn (1962/1969). A
simplified Intellect Model
clarify the expanse. and depth of its am-

is presented to

biguous meanings. Human intellect is divided
in this Model into two dimensions, the hori-
zontal-axis of behavioral-explanatory intellect
and the vertical-axis of physical-metaphysical
intellect.

The behavioral intellect is defined as that
linked with and unseparable from behaviors,
and the explanatory intellect as that standing
apart from behaviors to explain their mean-
ings. The behavioral intellect often works
tacitly while the explanatory intellect funct-
tions consciously. Of these, the former has
more specialized nature and the latter has
more general characteristics. The behavioral
intellect utilized individually on the spot is
difficult to explain because of its singularity
of one’s persona. The explanatory intellect
designed to pass knowledges on to others
forms itself more analytically and theoret-
ically.

The physical intellect means the intellect
linked with and unseparable from phenomena,
and the metaphysical intellect is that standing
apart from phenomena in order to abstract
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or idealize them. The physical intellect con-
ceptualizes phenomena as they are. It con-
centrates on how phenomena happen while
accepting their circumstantiality and substan-
tiality. On the other hand, the metaphysical
intellect concentrates on why phenomena hap-
pen, Thus, it invesigates the nature of the
first principle of phenomena while looking
into their inevitablity and insubstantiality.

In the Model, the chart shown below is
presented to illustrate the location of human
intellectual activities such as philosophy,
religion, art, culture, science and technology.

The concept of paradigm is re-considered
in this chart, which confirms that the concept
comprises all intellects and intellectual ac-
tivities. Furthermore, it is discussed that the
concept represents such an inter-related
matrix of all intellects that we cannot differ-
entiate one intellect from the others.

The concept of paradigm is attractive from
a managerhent point of view, because it is a
basis of accumulated achievement, provides
directions, efficiency and effectiveness to ac-
cumulated achievement, and gains enthusiastic
supporters without using economical moti-
vation or any other kind of compelling force.
In addition to such positive aspects, the con-
cept of paradigm explains such negative as-

pects of management as how the law of
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distance .
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from behavil ) 1o further analyze or theorize

inertia destroys organizations.

The Model in this paper is presented to
illustrate how far and how deep the concept
of paradigm goes. At the same time, the
Model is expected to explain effectively how
management-types are classified. This will be

discussed in the following paper.
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