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The characteristics of Organized Camps in Social Work from the Taisho period to the Pre-
war Era of Showa period:Focus on articles which were published by the magazine “Tokyo-
fu-Jizen-kyoukai-hou” (later known as “Shakai-fukuri’)
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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to clarify the characteristics of organized camps in social work (hereinafter
referred to as “camps’). The author surveyed the magazine “Tokyo-fu-Jizen-kyoukai-hou” (later
known as “Tokyo-fu-Sakaijigyou-kyoukai-hou” and “Shakai-fukuri”), and searched the articles in those
magazines. As a result, the following findings were made.

The implementing bodies were mostly social welfare agencies. In addition, camps were also held
by the Tokyo City Education Bureau, universities, medical institutions, and YWCA. The purpose
was to improve the health of physically weak or sickly children. There were also camps for health
improvement of sickly children and normal children, and for health improvement of normal children
only. The duration of the shortest camp was 5 days, and the longest camp was 31 days. For infant
camp, the longest camp was 17 days. One-day camps were also held. Camp sites were usually in
the suburbs of Tokyo city and prefectures close to Tokyo-fu. The target children were infants only,
elementary school students only, infants and elementary school students, and from elementary to
junior high school students. Half of the camps were targeted towards physically weak or sickly
children. Normal children and poor children also participated. A small number of camps targeting
mothers and children were also held. Nursery teachers were in charge as camp counselors.
Administrative staffs were in charge of camp management. In addition, doctors, nurses, dietitians and
chefs also participated. The program included daily routines, swimming, excursions, mountaineering,
etc. They also had campfires that were not held at school camps. Participation fees varied depending
on the camps. The participation fees were not able to cover the expenditure. When participating,
medical treatments such as physical examinations were made, and welfare measures such as

reduction or exemption of participation fees were also made.

Keywords

organized camps, social work, physically weak or sickly children, the Taisho period,

the pre-war era of Showa period
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