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Graham Greene’s Scenery:

the Reality and Fiction of “the Green Baize Door”
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I was, I suppose, thirteen years old. Otherwise why should I have been

there — in secret — on the dark croquet lawn? I could hear the rabbit

moving behind me, munching the grass in his hutch; an immense building
with small windows, rather like Keble College, bounded the lawn. It was the
school; from somewhere behind it, from across the quad, came a faint sound

of music: Saturday night, the school orchestra was playing Mendelssohn.

was alone in mournful happiness in the dark.

Two countries just here lay side by side. From the croquet lawn, from the

raspberry canes, from the greenhouse and the tennis lawn you could always

see — dominatingly — the great square Victorian buildings of garish brick:

they looked down like skyscrapers on a small green countryside where the
fruit trees grew and the rabbits munched. You had to step carefully: the
border was close beside your gravel path. From my mother’s bedroom window

— where she had borne the youngest of us to the sound of school chatter

and the disciplinary bell — you looked straight down into the quad, where the

hall and the chapel and the classrooms stood. If you pushed open a green

baize door in a passage by my father’s study, you entered another passage

deceptively similar, but none the less you were on alien ground. There would

be a slight smell of iodine from the matron’s room, of damp towels from the

changing-rooms, of ink everywhere. Shut the door behind you again, and the

world smelt differently: books and fruit and eau-de-Cologne.

I was an inhabitant of both countries: on Saturday and Sunday afternoons

of one side of the baize door, the rest of the week of the other. How can life

on a border be other than restless?
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